
Minutes of Staverton Parish Council Meeting-                                    

Tuesday 6th October  

Staverton Village Hall 

Present:   Parish Councillors:T Gilford (TWG), T Glover (ToG), J Golding (JFG) Chairman, 

M Nightingale (MN), I Weaver (IW) 

Clerk – S Porter and 1 member of the public 

1            CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCMENTS 

1.1            Apologies received – G Edwards (work), S Frost (holiday), J Gilford (meeting) 

1.2            Reading Room Trust – JMG asked if any other Parish Councillor would like to 

take 

her place, however as this is an ex officio role, it is not possible to delegate the Chairman’s 

position on the Board of Trustees. 

2            GOVERNANCE 

2.1            Declaration and nature of interest – Item 10 - J Golding – Personal/Cheque 

payment for reimbursement of expenses 

2.2            Consideration of dispensation requests received – Nil 

3          OPEN FORUM 

3.1            Reports from members of the public – Nil 

3.2            Reports from District & County Councillors – Nil 

4         APPROVE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 1st 

September  2015 – It was proposed by TWG, seconded by IW and all voted in favour that 

the 

minutes were a true and accurate record of the meeting, and were signed by the 

Chairman. 

5            MATTERS ARISING – Nil 

6            BUSINESS  

6.1            Pocket Park Winter Pruning – There is growth around the seat, which needs 

pruning, along with a general tidy up of the Pocket Park.  A working party consisting of IW, 

TWG and JFG have arranged for this to be undertaken on Saturday 17th October, subject to 

weather conditions. 



6.2       The Barn – Roof Repairs – Two quotes recently obtained by JFG will be circulated 

for discussion at the meeting next month. There are sufficient funds in the budget for the 

work to be undertaken, an estimated cost will be £1,500 if the work is carried out in house. 

6.3             Village Name Signs – ToG confirmed that he had now cleaned all of the Village 

Street Signs for which he was thanked.  Update from SF confirms that R Brown (NCC) could 

make use of some of his Empowering Fund to contribute towards new village name 

signs.  This will be discussed further next month when some costs will be available. 

6.4       Grass Mowing Contract – The current contractor has received confirmation that his 

contract has been terminated.  At the November meeting, the Parish Council will discuss the 

advert and tender process for the new contract to begin in 2016. 

6.5             Playing Field - Quotations have been received from JFG and ToG to replace the 

swing shackles with an alternative solution.  IW proposed, ToG seconded, and all voted in 

favour, that a couple of these are purchased initially by ToG at a cost of £20.00 each to try, 

before committing to a full set.  Before installing ToG stated that he would rub the swings 

down and repaint. 

6.6             Neighbourhood Plan Working Party - The grant application has been successful 

and a total of £1945.00 has been awarded.  The money will be paid to the Parish Council to 

be distributed to the working party when necessary.  IW proposed, TWG seconded and all 

voted in favour, that the money will be ring fenced in the bank account and released within 

24 hours when requested to avoid any delays. Full receipts and a ledger will be maintained by 

the working party.  The Reading Room Trust have given a grant of £120.  A village confine 

map needs to be produced, DDC have recommended a company, this will cost in the region 

of £90. 

6.7       Street Light Costings – 3 street lights have been ordered, with two able to be 

purchased from the 2015/16 budget.  One will be installed in Croft Lane, and two in 

Braunston Lane.  To enable the third street light to be installed at the same time, the funds 

will be released from The Barn (£1,000) and grass cutting (£800) funds.  IW proposed, MN 

seconded and all voted in favour to proceed. 

6.8       The Green – What to do with the Beech Tree Stump? – The article missed the 

latest newsletter, this will be submitted for the next issue. 

6.9             Community Speedwatch – This will be discussed in November, once enquires 

have been made as to the minimum numbers required from the village to participate. 

7            REPRESENTATIVES UPDATES 

7.1            Footpath Representative update (JFG) – There are no further updates to report 

this month.  JFG is awaiting a response from the NCC Rights of Way Officer, N Wedgebrow, 

as several issues remain. 

7.2       Grass Mowing Representative update (TWG) – There has been no response from 

the outgoing contractor as to the final cut of the season.  The Playing Field and the Greens are 

all in need of a cut.  TWG will approach Skylarks to cut the Playing Field. 



7.3            Highways Representative update (SF) – Ian Smith has offered to have a village 

walkaround to inspect the pavements which are in need of some maintenance. MN states that 

the pavement in front of the allotments is overgrown and Manor Road and Braunston Lane 

are all in bad condition. Tarmac is no longer used, but an asphalt substance is used instead. 

SF and MN will arrange to meet with Ian Smith. The small 30mph signs need replacing after 

they were removed during road maintenance. 

7.4            Playing Field Representative update (ToG) – A quotation has been received 

from 

R Ellis for tackling the mole problem. The price for 4 visits is £60, but there will be no 

charge if none are caught. ToG proposed, IW seconded, and all voted in favour for this to be 

deferred until the new year. 

7.5       Street Lighting Representative update (JFG) – ToG reports that street light number 

8 needs checking, as reports are that this light is working intermittently.  JFG had visited the 

lamp on two separate occasions and found it to be in order. 

7.6            Neighbourhood Plan Representative update (ToG) – The consultation process 

will consist of a presentation in the Village Hall, which will be hired for a period of 4 

hours.  Refreshments will be provided.  Following this, questionnaires will be sent out to all 

the parishioners. Three possible sites will need to be determined for future development. 

8            PLANNING 

  TYPE REFERENCE LOCATION DETAIL 

8.1 Application  DA/2015/0836 The Porch, Manor 

Road, Staverton 

Single storey rear extension 

  IW proposed, TWG seconded, and all voted in favour that the Parish Council are in 

support of this application, with no objections. 

  Refusal  DA/2015/0545 Staverton Hill 

Farm, Badby Lane, 

Staverton 

Change of use of store above 

garage to temporary self 

contained residential 

accommodation 

  Approval  DA/2015/0457 The Stables, Manor 

Road, Staverton 

Conversion of barn and 

outbuilding to dwelling and 

partial demolition and rebuild of 

boundary wall and associated 

structure (revised scheme) 

8.2       Land of Daventry Road – Planning Application DA/2015/0537 – The planning 

application has been withdrawn. 

DDC Planning Officer S Ellis had requested a meeting with JFG and ToG.  JFG suggested 

for a meeting to be held as requested with the S Ellis, himself, ToG and TWG as Parish 

Council Planning Representative.  Some discussion took place.  MN proposed, IW seconded 

that the meeting should be held with all the Parish Council present.  TWG, and JFG were 

against, ToG abstained, therefore with the Chairman’s Casting Vote the motion failed.  JFG 

proposed and TWG seconded, that the meeting be held with himself, ToG, and TWG as 



representatives of the Parish Council.   Along with ToG, three votes in favour, and IW and 

MN against.  Carried.  The meeting will be arranged. 

The developers have requested a meeting with the Parish Council to discuss a smaller scale 

development.  JFG proposed and TWG seconded that the Parish Council should be 

represented by the same three Councillors.  Along with ToG, three votes in favour, and IW 

and MN against.  Carried.  The meeting will be arranged by the Clerk. 

8.3 Trees outside Tilia House – A request to undertake some maintenance on the trees 

outside this property has been received by DDC.  MN proposed, TWG seconded, and all 

voted in favour, that the sucker growth can be removed, however anything more substantial 

needs an application to be submitted. The Clerk will inform M Venton (DDC) 

Conifers in Croft Lane – Following a request to M Venton (DDC), ToG proposed, IW 

seconded, and all voted in favour, that the two small conifers can be removed. 

9            CLERKS CORRESPONDENCE  

9.1       Vine Tree Farm Storage Units – The unit appears to be trading as a retail tiling 

business. The Clerk will inform DDC. 

9.2       BCR Associates – Electricity Costs Consultancy Company – No interest. 

9.3             NCALC – Transparency Code Funding – ToG would like to apply for funding, 

with assistance from the Clerk. 

9.4             KierWSP – Creation of a Customers and Communities Team – Ian Boyes and 

Ian Smith remain as contacts for Staverton. 

9.5             Planning Training for Parish Councillors – Wednesday 16th December –  

G Edwards will be booked onto the training session. 

9.6       DDC – Consultation of Statement of Principles – Gambling Act 2005 (three 

yearly review) – No interest. 

9.7       DDC – Dance the Night Away at the Chairman’s Charity Dance – Noted 

9.8       Letter of complaint re School Parking – ToG proposed, TWG seconded, and all 

voted in favour that the Clerk write to the school and send a copy of the letter. 

10            FINANCE (JMG) 

10.1            Finance Representative update - JMG reports that all the accounts are updated 

and correct. 

10.2            Updating of HSBC mandate – New Signatories – GE and TWG still need to 

complete the mandate. 

It was proposed by TWG to pay cheque number’s 551, 553 and 554, MN seconded, and all 

voted in favour. 



It was proposed by TWG to pay cheque number 552, seconded by ToG, and all voted in 

favour (JFG did not vote) 

  Type Reference Payee Detail GrossAmount VAT 

element 

Authority 

  Payment Chq 551 S Porter Salary & 

expenses 

£217.31   LGA 1972 

s112 

  Payment Chq 552 J Golding Telephone 

Box 

restoration 

works 

£62.68     

  Payment Chq 553 E-On Street 

Lighting 

Maintenance 

July-Sept15 

£143.04 £23.84 PCA 1957 

  Payment Chq 554 NCALC Training 

Course x 2 

£78.00     

  

10.3         Income received 

£ 5.00 – Barn Debt Arrears 

£ 0.12 – Interest 

10.4     Bank account balances as at 19.08.15 

HSBC Business                                £ 7786.00 

HSBC Deposit (Barn)              £   700.91 

Total                                                    £ 8486.91 

Uncashed cheques                          £     50.00   

Total available                                 £ 8436.91 

            Less October Cheques                   £   501.03 

            Bank Balance                                 £ 7935.88 

11            WEBSITE (ToG) 

11.1            Website Representative update – ToG reports that updates are still going 

on.  The Transparency funding will be useful.  *pdf files continue to be a problem.  ToG will 

produce an information notice for the noticeboard, detailing parish councillors and their 

responsibilities and contact details 



12        DATE OF NEXT ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL – 

Tuesday 3rd November 

Meeting Closed: 9:05pm  

 


