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Canon Mary writes 
As I write this article the dark, 
cold days of winter are just about 
here. The days are getting 
shorter and the hours of 
darkness, longer. It is a time of 
year that many people find really 
difficult and depressing, 
especially those who suffer from 
SAD (Seasonal Affective 
Disorder). On top of that is the 
state of our world today and, 
dare I mention it, concerns 
around Brexit. In conversations 
over the last few weeks many 
have said to me, “the world is 
going to the dogs”. 

In just a few short weeks we will 
be celebrating Christmas; the 
birth of Jesus; God in human 
flesh. In this strange, politically 
correct world in which we live, 
many now call it ‘Winter Holiday’ 
and celebrate snow and penguins 
and polar bears. The piped music 
in many shops is no longer the 
traditional Christmas carols, but 
the latest Christmas pop album or 
the more traditional, ‘I’m 
Dreaming of a White Christmas’ 
and a whole generation will grow 
up not knowing what the ‘magic’ 

of Christmas is all about; that 
amazingly, God came to earth in 
human flesh to live among us. 

On a starry night some 2,000 
years ago the Christ-child was 
born in a smelly stable to a young 
girl named Mary, pregnant by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  

The birth of her child had been 
foretold for hundreds of years. 
Her child would be the Saviour of 
the world. It’s a wonderful story 
filled with hope for the future. It 
captures our imagination.  

We can travel with Mary and 
Joseph from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem as they go to be 
registered. We can share in the 
frustration and despair of Joseph 
as he seeks for shelter for Mary, 
about to give birth, in a town 
heaving with people who have 
traveled from far and wide to 
obey the decree of the Emperor.  

We can imagine ourselves to be 
with the shepherds out in the 
fields when a whole choir of 
angels announces the birth and 
we can travel with them as they 



visit the tiny, newborn baby in the 
stable. We can journey with the 
magi across sandy deserts, 
guided by a star.  

We can kneel with them before 
the child and present our gifts, as 
they give their gold, frankincense 
and myrrh. And we can celebrate 
with our families and friends, 
enjoying our parties, presents, 
tinsel and decorations. Then 
Christmas comes to an end and 
we can return to normality and 
get on with life for another year. 
Or can we? 

This same child, by his life and 
his death, changed the known 
world of his time and down 
through the centuries since. Even 
our dating system is constructed 
from the date of his birth. When 
finally he was put to death by 
crucifixion, death proved to have 

no hold over him, for three days 
later he was alive again and seen 
by many people - on one 
occasion by over 150 at the same 
time. He promised that one day 
he would return, bringing the 
world as we know it to an end. 
We don’t know when that will be, 
but with the state of our world 
today, it could be soon! 

So this year, why not rediscover 
the real meaning of Christmas. 
Enjoy your parties and 
celebrations and time with the 
family but remember too, the 
true reason for the season, and 
may Christ dwell in your hearts 
and fill you with peace this 
Christmas time. 

May I take this opportunity to 
wish you every blessing this 
Christmas time and a happy, 
peaceful and prosperous 2019. 

Christmas stamps 
Maria went to the Post Office to buy stamps for her Christmas cards.’ 
What denomination?’ asked the clerk. ‘Oh! Good heavens! Have we 
come to this?’ said Maria, ‘Well give me 50 Methodist and 50 Church 
of England ones please.’



My dear nephew Darren 
On two wise men, one three-legged sheep and a tipsy tree  

It really is time to get some new 
figures for the crib. After a series 
of accidents over the years, we 
are now down to two wise men, 
two shepherds, and one three-
legged sheep that only remains 
upright if it is leaning against a 
shepherd.  

Joseph, having been obliged to 
stand outside the shelter of the 
stable for the last four decades, 
is now comprehensively 
veneered with bat droppings.  

In a rather desperate effort to 
enlarge this rather frugal cast, 
Miss Timmins hit on the idea of 
introducing characters from the 
children’s Easter garden. This 
would have all been very well if 
both sets of figures had been to 
the same scale, but we now have 
the shepherds apparently being 
threatened by two ten feet 
rabbits. 

One of our local farmers – I am 
sure very kindly meant – donated 
far more straw for the stable 
than was necessary. Our 
decorators, refusing to let his 
generosity go to waste, used the 
lot. The result is that Mary and 
Joseph stand up to their waists, 
looking as if they are being 
engulfed by a straw snow drift.  

The crib, along with baby Jesus, 
has disappeared entirely. The 
latter is not entirely to be 
regretted, since no one can now 
see that Jesus has no nose and 
only one arm, the result of one 
of our children dropping Him on 
the floor at last year’s Crib 
Service. 

I am sure your ecologically 
appropriate Christmas tree, made 
of re-cycled dustbin liners will be 
much appreciated by your 
congregation, knowing that they 
are saving the planet for future 
generations. We however remain 



traditional, with a tree always 
donated by the local squire from 
his estate, even if it is at the cost 
of adding another degree to 
global warming. Not only does it 
look more fitting, but it gives our 
verger something to do on 
twelfth night, as he sweeps up 
several hundredweight of pine 
needles. 

I sometimes wonder if it is entire 
coincidence that the tree is 
always delivered by the estate 
staff on a day when there has 
been torrential rain in the area. 
Carrying it into church up the 
aisle makes it look as if the 
parting of the Red Sea has 
unsuccessfully taken place 
inside St. James’. The major 
problem every year is getting 
the wretched thing to stand 
upright in the sanctuary. It 
takes so long that I sometimes 
feel it would be quicker to re-
align all the church pillars to the 
same angle as the tree itself. 

Last year’s decision to have tree 
lights which flashed in 
succession was not a success. 

Those members who stared at 
them for too long while singing 
carols tended to fall over – 
although I suspect that Major 
Crump’s inability to remain 
upright at the midnight Service 
was for rather different reasons. 
Not using flashing lights this 
year, the Major will have to find a 
different excuse. 

Your loving uncle, Eustace 



Something to smile about 
What bishops do 

We were celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of our church, and 
several former pastors and the 
bishop were in attendance.  At 
one point, our minister had the 
children gather at the altar for a 
talk about the importance of the 
day.  He began by asking, ‘Does 
anyone know what the bishop 
does?’ 

There was silence.  Finally, one 
little boy ventured:  ‘He’s the one 
you can move diagonally.’ 

If there had been three 
wise women… 

• they would have asked for 
directions 

• they would have been on time 

• they would have assisted with 
the birth 

• they would have cleaned the 
stable 

• they would have brought more 
practical gifts (i.e. disposable 
nappies!) 

All free! 

The nursery teacher decided to 
tell her class about democracy. 
‘We live in a great country,’ she 
began. ‘One of the things we 
should be happy about is that, in 
this country, we are all free.’ 

One little boy stood up and 
looked indignant. ‘I’m not free,’ 
he protested. ‘I’m four.’ 

Dinner 

Interviewer: ‘If you could have 
dinner with any person, living or 
dead, who would it be?’ 

Applicant: ‘The living one.’ 

Say again? 

Three elderly church ministers, all 
hard of hearing, were playing golf 
one sunny spring morning.   

The Methodist minister observed, 
‘Windy, isn’t it?’  ‘No,’ the Baptist 
pastor said, ‘it’s Thursday.’  The 
Anglican vicar agreed: ‘So am I!  
Let’s go get a pint.’ 



Staverton CE Primary School Newsletter 
I am very pleased to have been 
given the opportunity to include 
a regular School Newsletter in 
the Parish Magazine. There have 
been many changes since our 
last article was published and in 
addition to our ‘Good’ rating by 
Ofsted, we have now been rated 
‘Outstanding ‘in our recent 
SIAMS inspection.  

Our numbers have 
increased and we 
are now working at 
full capacity, with 
105 children on roll. 
We have recently 
established an After 
School Club and, 
along with the Breakfast Club, 
we now offer wrap around care, 
from 8.00am until 6.00pm.  

During the Autumn Term, the 
children have been involved in 
many activities, including taking 
part in Kids Run Free, where all 
children (and staff) have been 
set the challenge to run a 
marathon by the end of the 
school year. On the first day, the 

children collectively ran 150 miles 
– the furthest any school had 
completed on opening day!  

Six of the children were chosen 
to represent the school at a 
Thanks Giving Service at 
Peterbprough Cathedral and 
everyone had the opportunity to 
meet the Bishop of Brixworth 

when he led a 
welcoming service 
in school. He 
discussed his role of 
Bishop with the 
children and the 
meaning behind his 
garments and 
symbols.  

A Harvest service was held at 
church on Friday 5th October 
with children presenting work 
they had produced in relation to 
harvest, including songs and 
stories they had written.  

Children learned about WW1 in 
the class topics and through 
workshops and learned of the 
sacrifices so many had made for 



us. The school took part in the 
Empty Chair Project at Daventry 
Museum, designing one of the 
114 chairs representing the 114 
servicemen from the Daventry 
area, who died during WW1. 

A Remembrance Service was 
held in school, led by Cannon 
Mary and was well attended by 
parents. We all enjoyed Diwali 
Day when we made Rangoli 
artwork, food, lanterns and even 
learned a traditional dance.  

To support Children in Need, the 
children baked home made 
cakes, which were then judged 
by a professional baker (not an 
easy task) and sold to parents 
after school.  

We have taken part in a number 
of sports events, including 
football, tag rugby (coming 1st in 
the Daventry Schools 
competition), archery and 
fencing. I hope this gives you a 
flavour of life at Staverton 
School! 

Our next exciting venture will be 
the opening of a Nursery Unit, in 
September 2019, for children 
aged three. We will be offering 
eight places and the children will 
be joining our Early Years 
Reception class.  

Places will be open to children in 
our catchment area, the villages 
of Staverton, Catesby and 
Hellidon so please get in touch if 
you have a child who will be 
three years of age in September, 
if you would like to take 
advantage of this opportunity. 
Contact the school office on 
01327 703154 or by email: 
bursar@staverton.northants-
ecl.gov.uk 

You are all welcome to join us at 
our Christmas Fair in the school 
hall on Saturday 1st December 
between 12.00 – 3.00pm, to 
enjoy refreshments, mulled wine 
and hopefully buy some 
Christmas gifts! 

Brian Irvine Headteacher 



Advertising in the Parish News 
The Parish News goes into every home in Catesby, Hellidon and 

Staverton. If you want to take out an advert in the Parish News please 

contact Robert Garbutt by: 

Email rcgarbutt@gmail.com 

Or phone 01327 700050 

Charges for advertising are as follows: 
Full page £25 per issue 

Half page £10 per issue 

Quarter page £8 per issue 

Submission of articles, publicity material and adverts 

The deadline for all material to be included in the next issue of the 

Parish News is Monday the 21st January 2019. Please send by email to: 

rcgarbutt@gmail.com or in type by post or hand delivered to: 

The Vicarage, Church Street, Staverton NN11 6JJ. Thank you.  

Free Range Christmas Turkeys 
Four generations of turkey farmers producing the very best traditional 

turkeys, buy direct from the farmer! 
Order on-line at:  

www.newboldturkeys.co.uk 
Corporate orders and courier options are available too. Facebook for all the 

latest information: 

“Newbold Turkeys” 
Rachel and Tom Jeffries, Newbold Grounds, Staverton NN11 6IJ.  T: 07970 956 804. 

http://www.newboldturkeys.co.uk
http://www.newboldturkeys.co.uk
mailto:rcgarbutt@gmail.com
mailto:rcgarbutt@gmail.com


News from Catesby  
Catesby Harvest Festival 

We had a lovely Harvest Festival Service on the 7th October. The 
service was followed by an auction of produce ably conducted by David 
Darby. You’ve missed your vocation David! 

The sum of £252 was raised for the Royal Agricultural Benevolent 
Institution (RABI). Many thanks to everyone who helped to make the 
event such a success.   

News from Hellidon 
Christmas tree time again 

When you go to buy your tree, 
rather than choosing the 
traditional Norway spruce, 
choose a variety called 
“Nordmanii”. It has similar 
growth habit, is a lovely vibrant 
blue/green, but most importantly 
does not drop its needles as the 
Norway spruce does.  

When you get your cut tree 
home, cut a further 2cms from 
its stem and give it an overnight 
drink in a bucket of water. Then 
plant it in a bucket full of wet 
sand, and keep the sand watered 
every day that the tree is 
indoors. This little extra effort 

saves the task of vacuuming up 
needles almost until Easter. 

If you are buying an indoor 
plant. Cyclamen, Poinsettia, 
Azalea, or humble pot Mum, then 
stand it in a saucer or container 
and water it from the bottom, 
with water always in the saucer.  

Glasshouse grown plants are all 
irrigated automatically these 
days, with the benches. flooded 
at regular intervals . This means 
that the plants roots are always 
at the bottom half of the pot, 
and if you just water into the top 
of the pot, energy is put into 
growing new roots, and not into 



flowering, which is the bit you 
want to thrive.  

A little fertiliser once a week 
helps too, Miracle grow, Baby Bio 

or similar. There are plenty to 
choose from, and use at the 
recommended rate. More is 
definitely not better.! 

A new website 
A new website has been created 
by Hellidon Church to help keep 
the village up-to-date with church 
services, news, events and 
activities 

At the moment the site can be 
found by using the link below. 
It may take a few weeks before 
the website will begin to appear 
in Google searches https://
hellidonchurch.org.uk/ 

There are still some more pages 
to add and enhance over the 
coming weeks. Your feedback 

and ideas for the website are 
most welcome. 

If you have any photographs 
taken at recent church events, or 
photographs of the church that 
you are happy for us to publish, 
that would be fantastic. There is 
a gallery feature on the 
website that I have yet to switch 
on. 

Please take time to explore the 
website and let me know what 
you think by emailing me at 
deborah.hirst@gmail.com.  

No Christmas Fair at Hellidon this year, but I shall be making my 
usual selection of garlands for Christmas. 

Holly Remembrance for the Churchyard, and decorated evergreens to 
hang on your door or gate to welcome visitors. Telephone me to 
order, and I will deliver to you whenever you wish. 

Doreen Hillier-Bird. Windmill Hill farm. Hellidon. 01327 262023. 

https://hellidonchurch.org.uk/
https://hellidonchurch.org.uk/
https://hellidonchurch.org.uk/
mailto:deborah.hirst@gmail.com


News from Staverton 
Christmas Greetings 

John and Isy Shackleton and Gwen Proudlock wish all their friends and 
neighbours in the village a very happy Christmas and peaceful New 
Year. As is their custom, they are not sending cards in the village but 
are giving a donation to charity. This year they are supporting Mercy 
Ships who operate the world's largest charity hospital delivering free 
health care to some of the world's poorest people.  

Armistice Day 2018 
On the 11th November 2018 a 
service of remembrance was held 
at St John the 
Baptist Church in 
Hellidon. It was a 
well attended and 
very moving 
service with  
residents from 
Catesby, Hellidon 
and Staverton in 
the congregation.  
Names of local 
people  of the three villages who 
died during World Wars 1 and 2 
were read out during the service.  

As part of remembering those 
who died in the wars, Staverton 
Parish Council purchased a seat 

(see photo) from Daventry 
District Council (DDC) which is 

now located in 
The Green as a 
permanent 
reminder of those 
lost in the wars 
and to mark the 
100th anniversary 
of the end of 
World War 1.  

37 similar 
applications were 

made to DDC and the benches 
have been installed in public 
places across the District.  

The design incorporates images 
of soldiers, crosses and poppies. 
The bench is made from 6mm 



thick steel, the 
benches are 
1.6m long, 
fully weather-
protected, and 
come with a 
25-year 
guarantee. 

The bench 
that it replaces on The Green has 
been moved to the Staverton 
Playing Field and has been 
installed behind the swings, 

replacing a concrete 
bench that had 
deteriorated.  

Both benches 
remain the property 
of Staverton Parish. 

The Staverton War 
Memorial for the 

First and Second World War is in 
St Mary the Virgin Church where 
you can see and remember all 
the names of those who gave 
their lives for our freedom today.  

Church Contacts and Services 
For details about church services, weddings and baptisms contact: 

Priors Cinema 
Friday 21 December - Mamma Mia! Here We Go Again.  

Released 2018 with a PG certificate. Run time 1 hour 54 minutes 

Friday 18 January - Leave No Trace. 

Released 2018 with a 12 certificate. Run time 1 hour 44 minutes 

Doors open at 7:00pm and the films start at 7:30pm.  

For further details email Lee at: priorscinema@gmail.com



 

 The Village Hall, Croft Lane 
 

        Friday, 7th December 2018 
 

                     6.30 to 8.00 pm 
 

 S t a v e r t o n  V i l l a g e  H a l l  
 C h a r i t y  N o .  2 7 6 6 4 6        



Canon Mary Garbutt: T: 01327 700050 E: mygarbutt@gmail.com 
The Vicarage, 19 Church Street Staverton NN11 6JJ 
Church warden contact details 
Catesby:  Ruth Thomson,  01327 871201 
Staverton:  Heather Jeffries,  01327 703302  
 Rupert Frost,  01327 700198 
Hellidon:  Paul Goudime 01327 262817 

Services during December and January 
Date Where Time Service 
02 Dec Catesby 09:30 Holy Communion 
02 Dec Staverton 16:00 Posada service 
09 Dec Staverton 09:30 Holy Communion 
09 Dec Catesby 16:00  Carol Service 
16 Dec Hellidon 18:00 Carol Service 17 Dec Staverton 19:00 Carol Service 
23 Dec Staverton 09:30 Worship for All 
24 Dec Staverton 16:00 Christingle & Posada Service 
24 Dec Staverton 23:30 Midnight Holy Communion 
25 Dec Hellidon 09:30 Christmas Family Communion 
30 Dec Hellidon 09:30 Pop-up Nativity 
06 Jan Catesby 09:30 Holy Communion 
13 Jan Staverton 09:30 Holy Communion 
20 Jan Hellidon 09:30 Holy Communion 
27 Jan Staverton 09:30 Worship for All 
03 Feb Catesby 09:30 Holy Communion 

Contact Mary Garbutt for information about all services

mailto:mygarbutt@gmail.com



