
Minutes of the Meeting of Staverton Parish Council
Tuesday 8th January 2019 
Staverton Village Hall
PRESENT:   Parish Councillors: G Edwards (GE), S Frost (SF), J Gilford (JMG), T Gilford (TWG), 
T Glover (ToG – Chairman), J Golding (JFG), I Weaver (IW), District Councillor R Frost, Clerk – S Porter and 2 members of the public
1. OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1
Apologies received – M Nightingale (MN), R Brown (NCC)
1.2
Subsequent announcements - Nil
2
GOVERNANCE

2.1
Declaration and nature of interest – Nil
2.2
Consideration of dispensation requests received - Nil
3        OPEN FORUM

3.1      Reports from members of the public – R Frost requested a re-cap on the SNDP and the Housing Needs Survey which determined the need for the sum of around 15 dwellings which could be built adjacent to the Village Confines.  Following some direction from the Chair, GE gave his interpretation of how this had come about.  Following a further exchange, JMG confirmed that this was not the sole driver behind the SNDP being developed. Mr Walter reminded the PC that at an open meeting, 70% of the village voted against any development.  The pros and cons of the Neighbourhood Plan were discussed, and the members of the public were reminded that a referendum will take place when votes for or against the Plan can then be cast. It is not the Parish Council that decides.
Praise was given for the Staverton School for the parking and traffic calming measures which are now in place.
3.2      Reports from District & County Councillors – R Frost (DDC) reported that in December the Settlements and Countryside Local Plan Part 2 has been submitted to the Inspector.  He was the only objector to the Plan; this was due to Staverton being placed in the wrong classification, along with three other villages. Although the PC and residents objected it was too late to change the Plan at that stage.

The Charwelton to Hellidon bridge repairs will take place in the Spring.  



4         MINUTES

4.1      APPROVE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 4th December 2018  

JFG proposed the amendment to the minutes, seconded by SF and with 4 votes in favour (JFG, SF, IW, TWG), 1 against (JMG) and 2 abstentions (GE, ToG), this amendment was carried.
Item 3.1 - Reports from members of the public - R Frost is not happy and intends to oppose the approval of the Local Plan, he invited JMG to join him in that opposition in support of the Parish Council and the Public’s concerns.    
JFG proposed the amendment to the minutes, seconded by GE, and with 2 votes in favour (GE, JFG) and 3 against (SF, JMG, IW) and 2 abstentions (ToG, TWG). Not carried.

Item 4.1 - APPROVE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 6th November 2018 

Item 2.1 – JMG advised that she will complete a new register of interest forms for herself and TWG.  

There was no suggestion that TWG would complete a new Declaration of Interest form. 
JFG proposed the amendment to the minute, no seconder.
Item 3.1 – JMG explained and also mentioned that the NCC and DCC elections will also take place 2020”. It appears that all of item 3.1 was said by Mr Walters. No seconder.
JFG proposed the amendment to the minutes, seconded by GE, and with 3 votes in favour (JFG, GE, IW), 2 abstentions (ToG, TWG) and 1 against (JMG). Carried.

Item 5.2 – JFG stated that he did not support the grant application as he was not happy with the DDC's Council Tax payer’s money being spent on what was a NCC responsibility and was pleased to see that the applications were turned down for that same reason.

As drafted the minute does not record both side of the argument and/or what was actually said.  No seconder.

JFG proposed the amendment to the minutes, no seconder.
Item 6.4 – “JFG stated that we do not have a Line Manager as the Clerk works for the Council as a whole, under the circulated NCALC guidance so it should be an appraisal committee, meaning at least 3 members.
As drafted the minute does not record both side of the argument and/or what was actually said.  No seconder.

JFG proposed the amendment to the minutes, seconded by GE – JMG reported that she was not happy with GE seconding the proposal as he did not attend the meeting. No other seconder. Not carried.
Item 5.1 - Traffic Calming scheme for the Village – DDC Grant Application -JFG asked to have it minuted that, "he did not support the grant application as he was not happy with the DDC Council Tax payer’s money being spent on what was a NCC responsibility and was pleased to see that the applications were turned down for that same reason". 

JFG proposed the following amendment for clarity, seconded by TWG and 5 votes in favour and 2 abstentions (ToG, GE). Carried.
Item 7.1 - Grass Mowing Representative update (JFG) – M Freeman will be notified of the pay increase for 2019, once the details of the RPI are released in January for December.

The December minutes were then proposed as an accurate record of the meeting by TWG and that these are signed and dated by the Chairman, seconded by SF and with 4 votes in favour, 1 against (JFG) and 2 abstentions (GE, ToG).
5
MATTERS ARISING 

5.1
Traffic Calming scheme for the Village – DDC Grant Application – JMG has provided DDC with the additional information requested for the grant application. A decision is imminent and will be based on the new criteria.
5.2
Braunston Lane Footpath – DDC Grant Application – This application is currently on hold pending the traffic calming grant decision.  Will be discussed further at the February meeting.
5.3
Playing Field – Vehicle Access Gate – The gate is currently stored with the Barn tenant and a working party will install the gate soon.
5.4
Parish Defibrillator – No replacement battery stick has been received as yet, a chase up is required.
5.5 
Clerk’s Appraisal – JFG is not happy with the response received from NCALC as it does not provide the necessary guidance.  The PC Appraisal Policy and Toolkit will be reviewed by the PC at the February meeting.
6
BUSINESS 

6.1
JFG has suggested that it would be of benefit to Councillors if PC meetings were recorded.  JMG suggested that it could then be useful to transmit these recordings on the website.  TOG advised that he already personally records the meeting for his own purposes.  JFG proposed that the investigation of what equipment is required and the costs that are involved are looked into, seconded by JMG and all voted in favour.
6.2 
Staverton Neighbourhood Development Plan (SNDP) - Regulation 16 finished in October 2018. The Inspector has been appointed. The PC held a workshop to go through the comments received by DDC, as part of the Regulation 16 consultation. This workshop was held after Christmas, and the comments circulated to all the PC. JMG proposed that the comments from the PC be approved and submitted to DDC, seconded by SF and with 5 votes in favour and 2 against (GE, JFG), the proposal was carried and the document will be forwarded to DDC.  JMG will investigate and get clarification on who contacted the Inspector direct, as this is not the correct procedure.
6.3
National Grid Gas – Lease of the Gas Site, Daventry Road, Staverton – The terms of the lease were not agreed by National Grid Gas, as they did not want to include the rent review stipulated by the PC. An adverse possession claim will now be pursued by the company.  The invoice has been received from the Solicitor for the works undertaken, which will be processed for approval at the February PC meeting, notification will be given that the PC will now temporarily suspend their services. Proposed by JFG, seconded by JMG and all voted in favour.
6.4
New PC Website – The website is now up and running. Training will be provided from Tony Goodman to ToG, to assist and rectify the errors, and aid the smooth running of the website in the future.  The invoice has been submitted to the PC and will be processed for approval at the February meeting.
6.5 
Staverton Village Charities/Staverton Reading Room Trust – JFG reported that there are concerns in the village as to where the money from the charities is going.  The Reading Room Trust have not submitted any accounts recently and the accounts from the Relief in Need charity are confusing.  This will be discussed further at the February meeting.
6.6       NCC – Budget Consultation 2019/20 – It was proposed by IW that an extraordinary meeting be called to discuss the response to the consultation, seconded by SF and with 5 votes in favour and 2 abstentions.  The Village Hall will be booked for Monday 21st January at 6:30pm.
6.7 DDC – Request for a Scoping Opinion – 1100 dwellings – Land at Daventry South West – It was proposed by ToG, seconded by GE that the following response will be sent to DDC, 6 votes in favour and 1 abstention (JFG)
a) What are the proposed infrastructure improvements, with regards to schools, shops, roads, health and leisure. 
b) The time plan of the proposed consultation. 
c) The environmental impact assessment. 
d) The social housing percentage
7
REPRESENTATIVES UPDATES 

7.1
Grass Mowing Representative update (JFG) – Nothing to report
7.2
Highways Representative update (SF) – SF attended the DDC Parish & Town Councils meeting in December.  The increase in traffic due to the HS2 is a concern for many villages.  Many parishes also report of the maintenance problems with roads and footpaths in their villages.  There are still a couple of outstanding issues in the village and SF proposed, JFG seconded and all voted in favour that the Clerk write to the residents regarding the rut on the roadside of the paddock of The Hatch, Shuckburgh Road, as this causes problems for the mowing contractor.  There also needs to be a letter sent to The Old Vicarage, Church Street, as there is an overhanging hedge on the Daventry Road footpath.
7.3
Playing Field Representative update (TWG) – Nothing to report. There will be a tidy up/safety check on Sunday 13th January at 10am.
7.4
Street Lighting Representative update (JFG) – Nothing to report.  JFG will contact E-On to check the process of the street lighting upgrade order, which is expected to take place in mid-January.

7.5
Police Liaison Representative update (GE) – Reported crimes in November are arson in Croft Lane and vandalism at the Garage.
7.6 
Rights of Way Representative (GE) – The paths to Badby are narrow but there are no crops growing and causing any issues at present.  ToG will assess the materials required to repair the steps on FD7.
8 
PLANNING

	
	TYPE
	REFERENCE
	LOCATION
	DETAIL

	8.1

	Planning
	DA/2018/1066
	Plot 4, Whitmill Hill Farm, Badby Lane, Staverton
	Amended house type for Plot 4

	
	JFG proposed that the PC do not support this planning application as it is an over development of the site over the principle of the original consent given, seconded by ToG, 5 votes in favour and 2 against

	8.2
	Approval
	DA/2018/0989 
	St Mary’s Church, Staverton
	Repairs to the north aisle/chapel roof using terne coated stainless steel


9
FINANCE

9.1
Precept 2019/20 – Proposals for 2019/20 Precept (TWG) – The budget papers were circulated to all following the precept meeting between the Clerk, TWG and ToG.  GE proposed that a 3% increase be applied to the precept for 2019/20, seconded by JFG and with 2 votes in favour and 5 against.  Not carried.
IW proposed that a 5% increase be approved, seconded by SF and with 5 votes in favour and 2 against. Staverton Parish Council do precept upon Daventry District Council the total sum of £11,296.00, payable in two instalments in April and September 2019.

SF proposed that the following cheque be approved for payment, seconded by GE and all voted in favour.
	9.2
	Type
	Reference
	Payee
	Detail
	Gross
Amount
	VAT 
element
	Authority

	
	Payment 
	Chq 767
	S Porter
	Salary £192.70
Expenses £16.50

December 2018
	£209.20
	
	LGA 1972 s112


9.3 Income received:    
    


Barn Rent Arrears

£        5.00


Barn Rent


£      91.67


Interest 


£        0.12    


Allotments


£      20.00


Total


            £    116.79

9.4 Bank account balances as at 19.12.18:

HSBC Business

£10,046.98


HSBC Deposit 

£     702.48


Total



£10,749.46


Uncashed cheques

£       60.47       


Total available


£10,688.99



Less January  Payments
£     209.20  


Bank Balance

£10,479.79

10.
Clerk’s Correspondence

10.1
NCC Highways – Confirmation of Parish Mowing Grant for 2019 - Noted
10.2 
NCC – Consultation of Northamptonshire Libraries and Information Services - Noted
10.3 
DDC – Settlements and Countryside Local Plan (Part 2) – Notice of Submission – Discussed under DDC Reports.
10.4
Confirmation of postponement of elections next year - Noted
11

WEBSITE (ToG)

11.1 
Website Representative update – As discussed earlier in the meeting, ToG will undertake the

amendments required to the new website.
12
DATE OF EXTRAORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Monday 21st January 2019 
- 6:30pm

Meeting Closed: 9:58pm
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