
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Staverton Parish Council
Tuesday 7th May 2019 
Staverton Village Hall
PRESENT:   Parish Councillors: S Frost (SF), J Gilford (JMG), T Gilford (TWG), T Glover (ToG),
J Golding (JFG), M Nightingale (MN), I Weaver (IW), Clerk – S Porter 
1. OPENING PROCEDURES
JFG advised that he will be recording the meeting
1.1
Election of Chairman & Acceptance of Office – JFG proposed GE as Chairman, seconded by IW, but due to the absence of GE it was agreed that he needs to confirm acceptance at the June meeting.  TWG proposed MN, no seconder.  JFG proposed that ToG be appointed Chairman for the interim, seconded by SF and all voted in favour.  The Acceptance of Office was signed.
1.2
Election of Vice Chairman & Acceptance of Office – MN proposed that TWG be elected as Vice Chairman, seconded by SF and all voted in favour.  This will also be reviewed next month. The Acceptance of Office was signed.
1.3  
Acceptance of Apologies for Absence – G Edwards (GE)
1.4
Review of Standing Orders – JMG proposed that these are accepted in the current form, seconded by JFG and all voted in favour.
1.5
Review of Financial Regulations - JMG proposed that these are accepted in the current form, seconded by SF and all voted in favour.
1.6
Review of Policy Documents – As there are draft policies to adopt, this item will be deferred to the June meeting.
1.7
Review of Asset Register – MN proposed that this is accurate, seconded by TWG and with 6 votes in favour and 1 abstention (JFG)
1.8
Appointment of Parish Council Representatives
Grass Mowing – JFG proposed to continue, seconded by JMG and all voted in favour

Highways – SF proposed to continue, seconded by IW and all voted in favour

Playing Field – TWG proposed to continue, seconded by SF and all voted in favour

Street Lights – JFG proposed to continue, but will stand down once the final upgrade phase is completed, seconded by IW and all voted in favour

Police – Defer to the June Meeting 

Rights of Way – Defer to the June Meeting

Tree Warden – MN proposed to continue in the role, the correct procedures will be obtained by Sheila Gilder (NCC), seconded by TWG and all voted in favour.

Planning – MN proposed to continue, seconded by TWG and all voted in favour.  JFG will produce the Terms of Reference for the post

Finance – This post will be filled by the Clerk, who is already the Responsible Finance Officer.
Village Hall – IW proposed to continue as the PC Representative, seconded by SF and all voted in favour

Website – ToG proposed to continue in the role whilst the website update is ongoing, seconded by MN and all voted in favour
1.9
Subsequent announcements – ToG advised that he is recording the meeting for personal use only.
2
GOVERNANCE

2.1
Declaration and nature of interest – Chq No 780 – SF, Chq No 781 – TWG, Chq No 783 – MN and Chq No 782 – JFG (all personal and prejudicial)


2.2 
Consideration of dispensation requests received – Nil
3        OPEN FORUM

3.1      Reports from members of the public - R Frost thanked the Clerk for providing the information requested under Item 6.3.  K Edwards expressed concerns of the precept increases to be discussed by the PC under Item 6.4 and 6.9, and asked that these are considered carefully as there has already been increases year on year.
3.2      Reports from District & County Councillors – DDC (R Frost) – There have been no significant updates to report since the Annual Parish Meeting.  No decision has been reached yet on the Unitary Council situation.  Hellidon Bridge remains closed, NCC have requested that additional works are required but will not fund these works, and have suggested that the owner of the bridge pays.  It will be discussed at the DDC Meeting next week, as to the way forward and who is responsible for paying for the repairs.
4         MINUTES

4.1      APPROVE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 2nd April 2019 – JFG proposed that the following amendments, no seconder:
Item 3.1 ToG did not make the first part of the comment attributed to him and it should be removed. 
Item 4.2 JFG did not make the two comments attributed to him and should be removed.
JFG is sure that the wording was passed to the Clerk from JMG.  An allegation was also made by JFG that as the Chairman is recording the meeting, and taking more notes that the Clerk, and that he is creating the minutes for the PC meetings. 
JFG proposed that the following amendment is made, seconded by SF and all voted in favour:
Item 5.1 - JFG advised that the group had been in contact over the last few days and the Section 50 licence application is being processed by NCC, as appropriate the group should then be given the authority to order the equipment as required.
JFG proposed the following amendment is made, seconded by JMG and all voted in favour: 
Item 6.1 - Since the capital expenditure element had been removed from the agenda title, it was proposed by JFG, seconded by TWG and all voted in favour that the purchasing of the equipment will be deferred to the May meeting along with an amended policy produced for review. 
JFG proposed the following amendment is made, seconded by TWG and all voted in favour:
Item 6.5 - Guests should include the Charities, the Village Hall, the Police, Robin Brown as NCC Councillor and Rupert Frost as DDC Councillor.   A presentation will also be given by JMG concerning the establishment of the new Unitary Authority and The Traffic Calming Group will make a presentation concerning the new measures proposed on the A425. 
It was then proposed by SF, seconded by TWG and with 6 votes in favour and 1 against (JFG) that the minutes were a correct record of the meeting and were signed and dated by the Chairman.
 It was proposed by JMG, seconded by MN and all voted in favour that the minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on Tuesday 16th April 2019 were an accurate record of the meeting and were signed and dated by the Chairman.
5
MATTERS ARISING 

5.1 
Toilet Facilities – Drayton Grange Juniors FC – The Clerk has spoken with Northants FA who have confirmed that there is no requirement for toilet facilities to be provided by the Football Club.  The Clerk will contact DDC Environmental Health and ask for them to investigate.  Proposed by JMG, seconded by IW and all voted in favour.
5.2
Staverton Reading Room Trust – ToG advised that the Committee should have 3 co-opted members plus the listed ex-officio's (School Head, 2 x church wardens, Vicar and PC Chairman). JFG will circulate the document he has, which has different details, to the PC.
5.3 
Staverton Neighbourhood Development Plan – The amendments have been made by JMG and GE has cross checked the audit trail for amendments.  The current Views Map has been updated.  All has been forwarded to Mags Howe at DDC.
6
BUSINESS 
6.1.
Approve Annual Governance Statement 2018-2019 - It was proposed by IW that the Annual Governance Statement be approved, seconded by MN and with 6 votes in favour and 1 abstention (JFG)
6.2 
Approve Annual Accounts 2018-2019 - It was proposed by IW that the Annual Accounts Statement be approved, seconded by SF and with 6 votes in favour and 1 abstention (JFG)
6.3 
Freedom of Information Request from R Frost with regards to draft minutes and the Clerk’s hand 
written notes from September 2018  - It was suggested by R Frost  that the proposed recording of meetings will resolve the problem of mis-interpretation of discussions. ToG proposed that this item can be removed from the Agenda, seconded by MN and all voted in favour.
6.4 
NCALC/University of Northampton (UoN) - “To receive information on the Uno Bus Demand Responsive Transport Pilot and to consider what contribution the council should make” – A survey was sent from NCALC to gauge interest from the PC and this was completed for submission by the Clerk, JMG stated that any increase to the precept would need consultation with the parish.  
6.5
NCC Highways – Proposed 50mph – A425 Staverton – The Section 50 notice payment has been added to the cheque payments for approval later in the meeting.  This will cover all the legal consent for the street furniture for the parish involving the speed limit reduction and the traffic calming project. SF proposed that this is approved, seconded by MN and with 6 votes in favour and 1 against (IW)
6.6 
Traffic Calming Scheme – A425 – SF/JFG/J Vale have held several meetings to determine the best way forward for the village and now decisions are required from the PC to the preferred location of the VAS Signs.  Kier (NCC Highways) have proposed the location outside The Countryman, which has no objections from the landlord.  There is a power supply available. JMG proposed that Option D (recommended by Kier) is approved, along with the gateway entrance to the village.  The siting of the VAS Signs will be outside the Pub and to the west of Westwood. Seconded by SF and with 6 votes in favour and 1 against (IW). JFG proposed that both units can be turned around but will be permanently placed and not mobile, seconded by SF and with 5 votes in favour and 2 against (IW, MN).
6.7 
Fire Services National Museum Trust – Staverton Manual Fire Pump – The Fire Pump will be relocating from the current site in Petersfield, Hampshire to Wetherby in Yorkshire.  JMG proposed no objections, seconded by IW and all voted in favour.
6.8 
Northants ACRE – Historic Charity Files – An offer has been made following a clear out of files at the ACRE offices.  It was agreed that the historic files are collected or delivered and then offered to the Village Charities.
6.9 
Annual Parish Meeting – Discussions with regards to suggested precept increase for parish projects such as the Braunston Lane footway improvements – Discussions at the APM showed no interest from the parish to increase the precept to fund specific projects, which are the responsibility of other authorities.
6.10
Publicly Maintained Highway – Croft Lane – The gates from Oakham Cottage open out onto the highway.  JFG proposed that the PC concerns are submitted to NCC, seconded by SF and all voted in favour.

6.11
Section 137 Expenditure – As agreed in Item 6.9, there was no interest in spending money on projects which are the responsibility of other authorities, such as the Braunston Lane footway.
6.12
Litter Picking Equipment – ToG has collected the litter picking equipment, that has been offered free of charge from DDC.  The PC insurance covers those using the equipment providing it has been approved in advance by the PC.
6.13
Proposed Purchase of the Recording Equipment for Parish Council Meetings – JFG has found the suggested recording equipment at a reduced price of £130 on Amazon.  TWG proposed that JFG purchases the equipment and that also produces a policy for the use of the equipment, seconded by SF and all voted in favour.
6.14
Draft Amended Policy – Recording of Parish Council Meetings – As in Item 6.13
6.15
Replacement Clerk – Advertisement Feedback – There has been one application received so far, and it was agreed by all that the deadline be extended to the 24th May, with interviews being held the following week.  JMG proposed a leaflet drop to advertise the clerk vacancy within the parish, seconded by MN and all voted in favour.  JMG will produce 210 copies for distribution. 
7
REPRESENTATIVES UPDATES 

7.1
Grass Mowing Representative update (JFG) – It was reported that the service being provided is excellent.
7.2
Highways Representative update (SF) – The flooding on the A425 appears to have been resolved following some recent works.  The subsidence by the Golf Club has been reported to NCC Highways.  Manor Road will be closed from the 6th May for 5 days.
7.3
Playing Field Representative update (TWG) – The Wicksteed Annual Inspection is due and the order has been placed by the Clerk.  The grass cutting is excellent.
7.4
Street Lighting Representative update (JFG) - E-On have ordered the wall brackets for the street lighting upgrade, and JFG has been advised there is a 4 week delay, with installation expected within 6 weeks.
7.5
Police Liaison Representative update – The Village WhatsApp group is very active with recent reports of unusual behaviour on Church Street and also by the telephone box.  20 fish have been stolen from a pond, although this could have been a heron.
7.6
Rights of Way Representative update – The stile and steps along Well Lane remain in need of repair, and funding is awaited from NCC Rights of Way.

8 
PLANNING
	
	TYPE
	REFERENCE
	LOCATION
	DETAIL

	8.1

	Granted 
	DA/2019/0113 
	Hungerbarn, The Orchard, Staverton
	Conversion  of attached outbuilding to residential accommodation and changes to elevational treatment and fenestration

	
	Noted by the PC

	8.2
	Premises Licence Application 
	18/02802/LAPNEW
	Leam House, Bridge Grounds, Staverton
	Daventry Miniature Race Cars

	
	ToG proposed no objections, seconded by IW and all voted in favour


9
FINANCE 

	 9.1
	Type
	Reference
	Payee
	Detail
	Gross

Amount
	VAT 

element
	Authority

	
	Payment 
	Chq 778
	S Porter
	Salary £192.90

Expenses 

£43.00

April 2019
	£235.90
	
	LGA 1972 s112

	
	Payment 
	Chq 779
	NCALC
	Membership Fee 2019/20 

£ 285.84 Internal Audit

£218.00
	£503.84
	
	LGA1972 s143

	
	Payment 
	Chq 780
	S Frost 
	APM Expenses
	£33.80
	
	LGA1972 s111

	
	Payment
	Chq 781
	T Gilford
	APM Expenses
	£29.78
	
	LGA1972 s111

	
	Payment 
	Chq 782
	J Golding
	Traffic Calming Scheme – Plans for APM
	£20.24
	£3.37
	LG&RA1997 s30

	
	Payment 
	Chq 783
	M Nightingale
	Defibrillator – Charge Sticks
	£184.73
	£30.79
	LGA1972 s111

	
	Payment 
	Chq 784
	E-On
	Street Lighting 

Jan-March 19
	£801.52
	£133.59
	PCA1957 s3

	
	Payment 
	Chq 785
	NCC
	Section 50 Notice
	£300.00
	
	LG&RA1997 s30

	
	Payment
	Online
	HMRC
	PAYE 2018/19 Q4
	£192.89
	
	LGA 1972 s112


Chq No 778 – IW proposed the following cheque be paid, seconded by JMG and all voted in favour

Chq No 779 – IW proposed the following cheque be paid, seconded by JMG and all voted in favour

Chq No 780 – MN proposed the following cheque be paid, seconded by JMG and 6 votes in favour (SF abstained) Many thanks were given to SF for the food arranged for the APM.

Chq No 781 – IW proposed the following cheque be paid, seconded by SF and 5 votes in favour (JMG/TWG abstained) Many thanks were given to TWG for arranging the refreshments at the APM

Chq No 782 – IW proposed the following cheque be paid, seconded by SF and 6 votes in favour (JFG abstained)

Chq No 783 – SF proposed the following cheque be paid, seconded by JMG and with 6 votes voted in favour (MN abstained)

Chq No 784 – TWG proposed the following cheque be paid, seconded by ToG and all voted in favour

Chq No 785 – SF proposed the following cheque be paid, seconded by MN and all voted in favour

HMRC – JMG proposed the following bill be paid, seconded by IW and all voted in favour

9.2 Income received:    

Barn Rent 

    
£ 91.67


Barn Rent Arrears

£   5.00


Interest 


£   0.12


Total


            £ 96.79
9.3 Bank account balances as at 19.04.19:

HSBC Business

£ 8,112.16

HSBC Deposit 

£    702.95


Total



£ 8,815.11

Uncashed cheques

£        0.00    

Total available


£ 8,815.11


Less May Payments

£ 2,302.70

Bank Balance

£ 6,512.41

9.4 
Barn Rent – It was agreed that the Barn rent be reviewed at the June meeting.
10
CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE
10.1
Wicksteed – Playing Field Annual Inspection Confirmation - Noted
10.2
Daventry Settlements and Countryside Local Plan Examination – JFG and/or GE to attend.
10.3
NCC - Consultation on the Priorities of Stand Out Northamptonshire 2019 – PC members advised to respond individually
10.4
NCC – Manor Road, Staverton – Road closure from 6th May for up to 5 days for the

installation of service connections - Noted
11

WEBSITE 

11.1 
Website Representative update (ToG) – All up to date.
12
DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Tuesday 4th June 2019 7:30pm
Meeting Closed: 9:34pm
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