
 Minutes of the Meeting of Staverton Parish Council
Tuesday 2nd July 2019 
Staverton Village Hall
PRESENT:   Parish Councillors: G Edwards (GE), S Frost (SF), J Gilford (JMG - Chairman), 
T Gilford (TWG), T Glover (ToG), J Golding (JFG), M Nightingale (MN), I Weaver (IW), 
Clerk – S Porter, District Councillor R Frost and 7 members of the public
1. OPENING PROCEDURES 
The meeting is being recorded by JFG
2. Apologies received – Robin Brown (NCC)
3. Subsequent announcements - Nil
2
GOVERNANCE

2.1
Declaration and nature of interest – Nil 


2.2
Consideration of dispensation requests received - Nil

3        OPEN FORUM

3.1      Reports from members of the public - Nil

3.2      Reports from District & County Councillors – R Frost reported that meetings are ongoing between all parties with regards to the Hellidon Bridge repairs and road closure.  Further updates are expected in a few weeks.
4         MINUTES

4.1      APPROVE MINUTES of the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 18th June 2019 
The following amendments were agreed:

Item 1.1    Election of Chairman – IW proposed JMG as Chairman, seconded by SF and with 4 votes in favour and 1 abstention, JFG proposed himself as Chairman, seconded by GE.  and with 4 votes in favour  of JMG and with 2 votes in favour of JFG and 1 abstention.  JMG is elected as Chairman until May 2020.  The Declaration of Acceptance was signed.
Item  6.8    Barn Lease Renewal & Rent Review – "There will be a minimal monthly rent increase, fixed for 4 years.  JFG proposed the cost of living increase for the 4 years be 10%, rounded down, to a new rent of £100.00 per month, seconded by SF and with 5 votes in favour, 1 abstention (ToG) and 1 against (IW)

The minutes were then approved and signed and dated by the Chairman.

5
MATTERS ARISING 

5.1
Reading Room Trust – Accounts 2018/19 – Councillor Rupert Frost has been advised that the Charity would forward the latest accounts to the PC, the Clerk confirmed that these have not yet been received.  Councillor Frost agreed to investigate and report back to the August meeting.
5.2
Toilet Facilities – Drayton Grange Juniors FC – It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the landowners and advise of the issues which have been reported to the PC.
5.3
Northants ACRE – Historic Charity Files – It was agreed that JFG would dispose of the records as they were duplicates of information already available.
5.4
Croft Lane – Publicly Maintained Highway – It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Ian Boyes (NCC Highways) to obtain clarification on which gates were inspected by the technician.
5.5
Parish Tree Warden Scheme – As the NCC scheme is no longer in operation, JFG will write Terms of Reference for the SPC Tree Representative for approval at the next meeting.
5.6 
Clerk’s Contract of Employment – The Chairman reported that NCALC have advised that the Clerk’s contract would be classed as a continuation of the previous contract.
6
BUSINESS 
6.1
Staverton Neighbourhood Development Plan – It was agreed that the Clerk would post a notice on the noticeboard and website advising that the PC will be holding a Parish Meeting on Tuesday 17th September 2019 to discuss the results of the Staverton Neighbourhood Development Plan Referendum, and ask that parishioners put forward agenda items for discussion at the Meeting as to why 48% of the village felt that they could support the Plan, and why 52% of the village felt they could not support the Plan, with a view to ascertaining how the parishioners felt the PC should proceed with the Plan. JFG proposed, IW seconded, to write to DDC in connection with how the impact of not placing Staverton in the “Other Villages” hierarchy group had resulted in a negative outcome for the adoption of a Staverton Neighbourhood Development Plan.
6.2
Recording of PC Meetings Policy – Defer until the August meeting. JFG is awaiting a replacement of the faulty equipment.
6.3 
Planning Representative – Terms of Reference – These were produced by JFG and approved by all.
6.4
Review of Policy Documents – The following policies were reviewed and adopted:
Policy 001 – Council Communication with Outside Authorities

Policy 002 – Open Forum and Public Speaking at Council Meetings

Policy 003 – Public Submission of Items for Inclusion on an Agenda

Policy 004 – Attendance of Council Representatives at Meetings with Outside Authorities

Policy 006 – Policy on Dealing with Dispensation Requests

Policy 007 – Equal Opportunities

Policy 008 – Clerk’s Appraisal

Policy 011 – Press and Media

Policy 012 – Planning 

Policy 015 – Disability Discrimination Policy 

The following policies were deferred for consideration, as they will need amending to take into account the PC intending to record and upload recordings of the PC Meetings to the website and YouTube:

Policy 005 – Amendments prior to the approval of previous meeting minutes

Policy 009 – Publication of draft minutes

Policy 013 – Minutes Policy 

Policy 014 –Recording and Reporting of Council Meetings

The following policy will be converted into a flowchart for ease of understanding by JMG:

Policy 010 – Complaints Policy 

6.5 
Traffic Calming Scheme – A425 – JFG and SF reported that the project is on schedule for implementation once the Section 50 Licence is approved.
6.6 
DDC – Staverton Conservation Area Consultation – This will be deferred to the August meeting as there is an Open Event on the 3rd July in the Village Hall, which has been arranged by DDC.
6.7
Internal Audit Report 2018-19 

As per the recommendations by the Internal Auditor, the following actions are being taken:

* General Reserves – Below recommended level – It is envisaged due to the precept increase in 2019/20 that this will improve.
* Minutes – Policy Review – This policy is currently being reviewed and the Clerk will produce the minutes as per the policy moving forward.
* Agenda Numbering – To be implemented from 2020.
* Health & Safety Policy – TWG to produce a Health & Safety Policy for approval at the August meeting.
* Website Updating – Has been completed by ToG
6.8 
Wicksteed – Playing Field Inspection 2019 – It was agreed that a working party will be held at 10am on Sunday 28th July to address the issues raised in the report; there being no critical concerns reported.
7
REPRESENTATIVES UPDATES 

7.1
Grass Mowing Representative update (JFG) – It was reporting that there is a fly tipping issue on the grass verge just past the Pub.  The Clerk will report to DDC.  It was also reported that there are several items (stones) placed on the highway grass verge outside The Cottage on the Shuckburgh Road.  This will be reported to NCC Highways by the Clerk.
7.2
Highways Representative update (SF) – ToG reported that out of the three reported incidents of shrubs overhanging the pathways at the last meeting, two have been resolved.  This just leaves the overhanging shrubs in Glebe Lane. (JFG declared a prejudicial interest and left the room) .The Clerk was asked to report to the issue to NCC Highways, as per the PC policy. (JFG returned to the room)
7.3
Playing Field Representative update (TWG) – Reported earlier in the meeting – see item 6.8
7.4
Street Lighting Representative update (JFG) – ToG reported there were two instances in the village where trees were interfering with the effect of the street lights.  It was agreed that the Tree Warden (MN) will contact M Venton (DDC) for one of these is in the Conservation Area, so advice is needed.  The other one is outside the Conservation Area therefore it was agreed that ToG could undertake the work.  JFG reported that the street lighting upgrades should be installed next week by E-On.
7.5
Police Liaison Representative update (GE) – GE reported that there has been an increase of crime in the village with several properties being broken into, along with 2 high value vehicles stolen.
7.6 
Rights of Way Representative update (GE)
- The steps and stile along Well Lane (FD7) remain to be repaired by NCC Rights of Way.  The crops will be harvested soon making paths through the fields more accessible.
8 
PLANNING

	
	TYPE
	REFERENCE
	LOCATION
	DETAIL

	8.1


	Appeal
	DA/2018/0645
	4 Oakham Lane, Staverton
	Demolition of existing boundary wall.  Formation of new vehicular access and two car parking spaces

	
	For information purposes only, no further comments can be made.


9
FINANCE

It was approved by all that the following cheque be paid:
	9.1
	Type
	Reference
	Payee
	Detail
	Gross

Amount
	VAT 

element
	Authority

	
	Payment 
	Chq 794
	S Porter
	Salary £192.70

Expenses £12.50

June 2019
	£205.20
	
	LGA 1972 s112


9.2 Income received:    

Barn Rent 


£   183.34

Barn Rent Arrears

£       5.00


VAT Return 2018-19

£   739.88


Interest 


£       0.12


Total


            £   928.34

9.3 Bank account balances as at 19.06.19:

HSBC Business

£12,720.46

HSBC Deposit 

£     703.19


Total



£13,423.65


Uncashed cheques

£  2,603.67

Total available


£10,819.98



Less July Payments

£     205.20

Bank Balance

£10,614.78 

10 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE


10.1
Rugby Borough Council – Statement of Community Involvement 2019 – Consultation –  Noted, no comment from the PC has no effect on the parish.
11

WEBSITE (ToG)

11.1 
Website Representative update – ToG reported there has been a new e-mail address created for the Clerk.  It was agreed that a notice should be put on both the noticeboard and the website advertising the change of address.  The Clerk will continue to respond to all e-mails to the old e-mail address for the next month.  The PC will review when to discontinue the old e-mail address based on the volume of messages, as there is a monthly cost being incurred with this remaining active.
12
DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Tuesday 6th August 2019 - 7:30pm

Meeting Closed: 9:25pm
194

