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Mary writes 

Krish Kandiah in his book Destiny 
tells how he once found a plastic 
toy mobile phone outside his 
house. He asked passers by if it 
belonged to them, but when 
nobody claimed it he gave it to 
his nine-month old son to play 
with. He used to hold it and 
chew on it in the car, providing 
Krish with the peace of mind to 
be able to concentrate on driving 
safely.  

One day, after a few months had 
passed Krish was wiping the 
saliva off the plastic toy when he 
realised that the ‘antenna’ on 
the top of the toy phone was 
actually a button. Intrigued he 
pressed the button expecting 
some sort of sound effect. But to 
his horror, instead of a sound 
effect a two inch high flame shot 
up! It was not a child’s toy after 
all, but a cigarette lighter in 
disguise.  

Imagine the danger that his child 
had been in every time they had 
travelled together in the car. He 
could have been burned, his 
clothes could have caught fire, 
or he could have swallowed a 
mouthful of lighter fluid…. He 
could have died. 

Life is precious. We have each 
been given the gift of life, and 
we need to know what we should 
be doing with it. God, who gives 
us life, has a purpose for each 
one of us and a reason for our 
existence. The Bible tells us that 
we are definitely not here by 
accident. We are created to live 
in the world and care for it and 
the job description given to us 
by God helps to define our 
reason for being. 

Every day many of us pray the 
prayer that Jesus gave us, known 
as The Lord’s Prayer. ‘Our Father 
who art in heaven, hallowed by 
thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven.’  

Often we pray those words 
without really thinking about 
what we mean by them. If we 
were to pray those words 
meaning them with our whole 
heart, the world would be a 
better place. The challenge is to 
pray those words and also to be 
involved in carrying them out.  

But God created us not just to 
‘do’ but also to ‘be’. We are 
entering the prime holiday 
season and I know that many of 
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you are planning a time away to 
explore new places or just to 
chill, relax and re-charge the 
batteries. So I wish you well for 

the holiday period and I hope 
that you have a very enjoyable 
summer and pray for safe travel 
for you all. 

Something to smile about 
Washed away
A grandmother took her little 
grandson to the beach.  They were 
having a good time until a huge wave 
came in and swept the boy out to 
sea!  The grandmother fell on her 
knees and cried to the heavens: 
"Please, Lord, return my grandson!  
Please! PLEASE!”   
 
Lo and behold, a wave swelled from 
the ocean and deposited the 
drenched child at her feet.  She 
checked him over head to toe.  He 
was fine!  But the grandmother 
looked up to the heavens again and 
frowned: 

"He had a hat."

Definition of a committee
A committee is a dark avenue down 
which good ideas are lured and then 
quietly strangled.

Job vacancy
Advert that appeared in a church 
news sheet:  Wanted:  Editor for the 

magazine.  Must have own 
computer, own paper, own printer, 
own ink, own car for monthly 
distribution, and a good sense of 
humour.

Leak
Members of a local church 
discovered that the roof was leaking.  
The following Sunday morning the 
churchwarden stood up: “First of all, I 
want to apologise for the big drip in 
our pulpit this morning.”

Morals
A new vicar had arrived, to replace 
the one who always ended his 
lengthy sermons with: “Now the 
moral of all this is...”   

A few weeks later the Bishop ran into 
one of the churchwardens and asked 
how things were going with the new 
vicar.  He got an enthusiastic replay: 
“Oh Bishop, the new vicar is just 
great, he hasn’t any morals at all!”
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My dear nephew Darren 
On the discovery of a long-lost Crypt 

Since your church is a former 
cinema, I suspect that were the floor 
to be removed, cigarette ash, sweet 
wrappings and tickets for the last 
Charlie Chaplin film would be 
revealed. Our marble flooring in the 
chancel was raised last week to try 
and find the rat that had died on an 
underfloor heating pipe. It made its 
presence so un-ignorable last Winter 
that it gave me the excuse to use 
incense.

But we have made an exciting 
discovery: the long-lost crypt 
containing the tombs of the Lords 
Staveley. He flourished in this area, 
until a little domestic disagreement 
with Henry II made the family realise 
that life in Italy might be pleasanter if 
they wished to retain their heads. 
The stone from their manor house 
soon became our lady chapel; an 
example of re-cycling as a 
euphemism for theft.

Inevitably, as soon as we had made 
the discovery, rumours of vast 
treasure flew round the parish. Long 
before anyone had descended into it, 
the treasurer had the fortune 
earmarked for re-wiring the church, 
the organist decided it should be 
spent on enlarging the organ, and 

Mrs Millington had decided it should 
keep the flower arrangers in chicken 
wire until the next millennium-but-
one. I confess that even I toyed with 
the idea of a conservatory with 
discreet drinks cabinet at the rectory.

Sadly, it was not to be. Our ‘treasure’ 
consisted of rows of coffins in 
various stages of decay, enough bat 
droppings to keep our Verger’s 
vegetable patch enriched for the 
coming year and long-lost 
peppermints dropped by generations 
of choristers sitting above, as they 
munched their way through the 
sermons.

Later that evening, when the 
workmen had left, I decided to have 
one last look. Taking a torch, I 
descended the stone steps, but lost 
my footing. The now-broken torch 
went one way and I another. After 
floundering round in total darkness 
and unable to find the stairs to get 
out, I resigned myself to an 
uncomfortable night in the crypt until 
daybreak.

In the early hours, I heard steps on 
the same stairs and in their 
torchlight, saw it was someone who 
must have heard the rumours of 
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treasure and decided to liberate 
some of it. He, too, tripped, fell and 
lost his torch and in the total 
darkness I heard him fumbling about 
at the other end of the crypt among 
the coffins.  

Intending to be helpful, I called to 
him softly, saying that I’d been trying 
to get out of here myself for a long 
time and had never made it, so he 
may as well give up. But do you 
know, he found his way out in no 
time.

Your loving uncle, Eustace  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Advertising in the Parish News
The Parish News goes into every home in Catesby, Hellidon and Staverton. If 
you want to take out an advert in the Parish News please contact Robert 
Garbutt by:
Email rcgarbutt@gmail.com
or phone 01327 700050

Charges for advertising are as follows:
Full page £25 per issue
Half page £10 per issue
Quarter page £8 per issue

Submission of articles, publicity material and adverts
The deadline for all material to be included in the next issue of the Parish 
News is Monday the 23rd September 2019. Please send by email to:
rcgarbutt@gmail.com or in type by post or hand delivered to: 
The Vicarage, Church Street, Staverton NN11 6JJ. Thank you.  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Looking at Community  
Louis Mountbatten

It was 40 years ago, on 27th August 
1979, that Louis Mountbatten, 1st 
Earl Mountbatten of Burma, was 
killed by an IRA bomb on his fishing 
boat Shadow V off the coast of 
Ireland in Donegal Bay.  He was 
Viceroy of India (1947), Governor-
General of India (1947-48), First Sea 
Lord (1955-59) and mentor of the 
Prince of Wales.

Three other people died: his 14-year-
old grandson Nicholas Knatchbull, 
the Dowager Lady Brabourne and a 
local 15-year-old, Paul Maxwell, who 
was helping to crew the boat.

Lord Mountbatten, who was Prince 
Charles’s great-uncle, often spent his 
summers at Classiebawn Castle, 
overlooking Mullaghmore in County 
Sligo, a family house of his wife 
Edwina.

The IRA showed no regret for the 
murder, claiming that it was justified 
politically.  But at an 
interdenominational service in 
Mullaghmore to mark the 30th 
anniversary of the killings, a Church 
of Ireland cleric, the Rev Noel 
Regan, said: “It was a desecration of 
human life and also of a sanctuary – 

this sacred place set apart as a 
refuge by so many people over the 
years.”

Prince Charles however spoke of the 
importance of reconciliation, and of 
the compassion shown by people in 
the area after the event, which had 
“done much to aid the healing 
process.”

Food

Britain’s favourite traditional foods, 
according to a recent YouGov 
survey, are Yorkshire pudding, 
Sunday roast, fish and chips, 
crumpets, a full English breakfast 
and bacon sandwiches.

Our least favourite are jellied eels, 
haggis and laverbread (a Welsh dish 
of seaweed).

The results provoked some outcry. 
Several Scottish people were upset 
at the low ranking given to black 
pudding and haggis.

One tweeted: “The strongest 
argument I’ve ever seen for Scottish 
independence.”
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Staverton CE Primary School  
As we come to the end of 
another busy and 
productive term, I would 
like to tell you about some 
of the highlights. At the 
beginning of the summer 
term, the children took 
part in the NSPCC Run-A-
Mile event. Adele Hartley 
from the NSPCC came to 
talk to the children about 
keeping safe and joined in with the 
sponsored Run a Mile event to raise 
money for the charity. Many of the 
children completed 10 laps of the 
playing field, equivalent to one mile, 
with others running two miles. 

In June, Staverton children took part 
in two competitions, archery for 
years 4/5, and Tri-golf for years 3/4. 
We are delighted to say that both 
teams came back with medals, 
having won both competitions. Our 
archers followed up on their previous 
success and continued their winning 
ways with highest scores of all the 
schools. Our young golfers marched 
ahead in the scoring, taking high 
points from all the individual events, 
to win by nearly 200 points. 

The children continue to excel in all 
manner of sports! Plans are 
underway to lay an astro-turf in the 

holidays, to expand the 
playground area and use for 
PE lessons. This will be built 
at the same time as the play 
area project, funded through 
the Aiden’s Ball event. In 
September, children will have 
exciting new play equipment 
and areas to enjoy. 

The children in Year 6 along 
with teaching staff, worked very hard 
in the run up to Sats, staying after 
school for extra coaching. During the 
tests, everyone met up for a special 
breakfast to put them in a good 
frame of mind to tackle what lay 
ahead! As a reward for all their hard 
work, they were treated to a 
morning’s ten pin bowling. 

The Reception Class paid a visit to 
Monksmoor Primary school to share 
in a joint Forest School day. 
Monksmoor have their own 
designated Forest School area, 
including a large fire pit. The children 
were able to toast marshmallows on 
sticks and eat them all up. 

Marathon running has continued 
throughout the term and so far, 100% 
of our children have run a 10k race 
this year; 53% have completed a half 
marathon; 30% have run 30k; 11% 
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have completed a whole marathon; 
and one child has completed two 
marathons! 

As part of our Vision and Values 
relaunch for September, we had a 
visit from ‘Art Base’. Art Base are a 
company that work with children in 
schools to produce magnificent 
pieces of art, created by the children. 
Our focus was to produce new 
artwork for our school hall, displaying 
our 6 values for September. Every 
child had the opportunity to have 
input into our artwork. 

Class 4 children put a lot of work into 
their production ‘Hoodwinked’ and 
the play was enjoyed by parents, 
staff and children alike. 

Sports’ evening took place and the 
older children who will be leaving us 
at the end of the year, lined up for 
the stocks, to be thoroughly soaked 
by their friends showering them with 
buckets of water. We held a staff 
versus children rounders match, 
where, unfortunately for the staff, the 
best team won! 

For the first time, we held a 
Speeches and Awards ceremony, 
where the children were awarded 
trophies (kindly purchased by 
Staverton Educational Trust) for 
excellence in various areas, 
kindness, RE, achievement, effort, 
sport and music. 

Trophies were handed out by Roger 
Eadon (Head DSLV), John 
Shackleton (Chair of Governors), 
Helen Thompson (Lay Chair of 
Daventry Deanery), Martina Verweij 
(Kids run free charity), Roger Bagnall 
( Musician). The Baker Burbidge 
Outstanding Achievement award was 
presented by Chris Heaton-Harris 
MP. 

We end the term with an emotional 
goodbye Assembly for our Year 6 
children where we celebrate their 
achievements during their seven 
years at Staverton School, followed 
by an End of Year service at St 
Mary’s Church. 

Brian Irvine Headteacher  

It was:
100 years ago, on 19th August 1919 that Afghanistan gained its 
independence from the UK.

70 years ago, on 24th August 1949 that the North Atlantic Treaty came into 
effect, establishing NATO.
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News from the villages  
Hellidon - Buying Plants  
Plants of all varieties are available all 
year through. When I first started in 
the nursery trade shrubs, trees and 
roses were only available in the 
dormant season, the same with 
herbaceous plants, which were 
mainly bought either in autumn or 
early spring as bare roots, dug up for 
you at the nursery. 

With the advent of Garden Centres 
everything was potted up, so that it 
was available all year round. What 
this has meant is that the general 
public only really look at the flowers, 
and not the plant as a whole. If you 
are buying plants, look at foliage as 
well as the pretty flowers, all plants 
have their flowering season and for 
the rest are green in some tone, and 
their foliage can vary from shiny with 
large leaves, to fern like. 

Consider the textures of your 
planting, because leaf can be equally 
as interesting as the showy flower. 
Mix shiny, solid, with fernlike, and 
spiky leaves like Iris,  Green leaves 
can vary from a whitish green right 
through to a bronze green. For 
example Iook at Iris or Agapanthus/ 
Delphinium/ Campanula/ Eryngium/
Sedum grouped together.   This 
small selection would give spikes, 
cut foliage, whole slightly furry leaf, 

smooth fleshy, and thistely  and put 
together produce a pleasing mixture 
of textures, with colour ranging from 
mid green to grey, to silver white.  

So when planting your purchases, 
place the pot complete among plants 
in the border and see where the 
contrast in textures pleases you, and 
where colours blend. This will 
visually please you when the flowers 
have disappeared until next year.  It 
is always a good point when you buy 
a new plant to not just plant it in the 
first available bit of bare earth, but 
move it around the border to find the 
right spot for it to settle in.

August already, autumn threatens.  
in the veg garden keep those beans 
and mange tout peas picked to 
encourage the plants to produce 
more.  Their main aim in life is to 
produce seeds for the next 
generation,  and when that is done 
they give up, so keep them working 
by removing the seed crop. a little 
general fertilizer helps too.

St Swithins has come and gone and 
it did not rain, so the next months 
weather should be reasonable.  Let's 
see shall we.   Happy Gardening.  
Doreen Hillier-Bird. Hellidon. 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Hellidon - Flower and Produce Show
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Hellidon Village  
Flower and Produce Show 
17th August 2019 14.00 – 16.00 
Go on give it a go, it’s a bit of village fun, nothing too serious, nothing 
too grand, but you might be surprised at the talent revealed! 
Classes (free to enter) for artists, makers, creators, bakers and 
photographers! 
Some great raffle prizes. All profits to go to the Hellidon Village Hall. 

  Entry £1.00   (for non-competitors)    
Afternoon tea available 14.00 – 16.00  

See the schedule for more information delivered to Hellidon 
homes nearer the 17th August and available now at Hellidon Post 
Office. 

        
Learn how to Dowse for Water - There will be plants for sale

Coming 



Hellidon - Quiz Night  

Staverton - Women’s Institute
Meetings start at 19:30 in the village hall on the 3rd Thursday of the month. 

August 15th - Tea Party at 4pm in Carol Undy’s garden. 

September 19th – Death in the Garden, speaker Michael Brown. 

Staverton - Parish Council
The Parish Council meet on the first Tuesday of the month at 7.30 pm. The 
public are welcome to attend as observers.

For further details contact Tony Glover on 01327 311449.
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Staverton - Relief in Need Charity
This village charity has a broad remit to consider any needy situation for an 
individual or group of people in the Parish. 

It can help with donations for the provision of such things as furniture, 
electrical equipment and fuel and give financial support in times of infirmity or 
sickness. 

If you feel you would benefit from some help, please contact me, in total 
confidence. Anne Ward, Charity Secretary - 01327 702003. 

From the Registers  
Weddings
The wedding of Thomas William 
Morgan and Clarissa May Clark took 
place at St Mary the Virgin, 
Staverton on the 1st June 2019. 

The wedding of Marcus James 
Boniface and Rosanna Harriet Haigh 
took place at St John the Baptist, 
Hellidon on the 15th June 2019. 

 

The wedding of Jonathan Patrick 
Smyth and Eliza Josephine Allen 
took place at St John the Baptist  
Hellidon on the 13th July 2019.

Baptisms
Olivia Grace Sanderson was 
baptised at St Mary the Virgin, 
Staverton on the 6th July 2019. 

Lara Helen Alexandra Wakeford was 
baptised at St John the Baptist, 
Hellidon on the 14 July 2019.  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Ride and Stride
Northamptonshire Historic Churches Trust Sponsored Ride and Stride 
takes place on Saturday 14th September from 10am until 6pm. 

Details and sponsor forms from Peter Torr for Staverton (01327 872729) 
and Tony Fell in Hellidon (01327 260284). 

Support your parish church and enjoy a day of pleasurable exercise at 
the same time.
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Church Contacts and Services
For details about church services, weddings and baptisms contact:
Canon Mary Garbutt: T: 01327 700050 E: mygarbutt@gmail.com
The Vicarage, 19 Church Street Staverton NN11 6JJ
Church warden contact details
Catesby: Ruth Thomson 01327 871201
Staverton: Heather Jeffries 01327 703302  

Rupert Frost 01327 700198
Hellidon: Paul Goudime 01327 262817

Services during August and September
Date Where Time Service
04 Aug Catesby 09:30 Holy Communion
11 Aug Staverton 09:30 Holy Communion
11 Aug Vicarage Garden 16:00 start BBQ and Songs of Praise
18 Aug Hellidon 09:30 Holy Communion
25 Aug Staverton 09:30 Worship for All
01 Sep Catesby 09:30 Holy Communion
08 Sep Staverton 09:30 Holy Communion
15 Sep Hellidon 09:30 Holy Communion
22 Sep Staverton 09:30 Worship for All
29 Sep Hellidon 09:30 Benefice Service
06 Oct Catesby 09:30 Holy Communion

Contact Mary Garbutt for information about all services

Mary and Bob invite you to BBQ and Songs of Praise on 
Sunday 11th August  2019 starting at 16:00 In the Vicarage 
garden in Staverton. 

The event is free, but we would ask you to bring something 
to barbecue and something to sit on. Rolls, salads, 

puddings, soft drinks and wine will all be provided. There 
will be a bouncy castle for the children.

If you intend to come, please let us know numbers (adults and children) so we 
can cater for you. We would love to see as many of you as possible. Bring along 
a friend. For more details, or if you want to request a hymn please contact Mary:

E: mygarbutt@gmail.com or T: 01327 700050
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