
Minutes of the Meeting of Staverton Parish Council
Tuesday 3rd December 2019 
Staverton Village Hall
PRESENT:   Parish Councillors: S Frost, J Gilford – Chairman (JMG), T Glover (ToG), J Golding (JFG), M Nightingale (MN), I Weaver (IW), District Councillor R Frost, County Councillor R Brown, Clerk – S Porter and 2 members of the public
1. OPENING PROCEDURES 
1.1 Co-opting of Parish Councillor - Roy Noon was co-opted on to the vacant position on the Parish Council, the declaration of office was signed.
1.2       Apologies received - Nil
1.3 
Subsequent announcements – Geoff Edwards has sent a letter of resignation from the PC with immediate effect. DDC will be notified by the Clerk. ToG proposed that the vacancy be advertised, despite being less than 6 months until the new PC is in place, seconded by SF and with 6 votes in favour and 1 against (JFG).
2
GOVERNANCE

2.1
Declaration and nature of interest – Item 6.4 (JFG – Personal)


2.2
Consideration of dispensation requests received - Nil
3         OPEN FORUM

3.1      Reports from members of the public – 50mph speed limit is now in place on the A425 by the Hotel, many thanks were given to all involved.
3.2      Reports from District & County Councillors 
DDC (R Frost) – The Hellidon bridge repairs continue in Charwelton with an expected completion date of Feb 2020.  The Cinema complex in Daventry is now under development with an opening scheduled for Spring 2021. There are delays to the Unitary, due to the upcoming general election.
NCC (R Brown) – There is not enough money in the budget for NCC to pay for services, but innovative methods are in place. 
4         MINUTES

4.1      APPROVE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 5th November 2019 

JFG proposed the following amendment, seconded by ToG and all voted in favour:

4.1      APPROVE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 1st October 2019 - he following amendment was submitted by JFG, seconded by ToG, and 2 votes in favour and 1 against (MN) (SF, JMG & IW abstained)   
The minutes from the meeting held on 1st October 2019 were then proposed by JFG as an accurate record of the meeting and can be signed and dated by the Chairman, seconded by ToG and with 3 votes in favour (JFG, ToG, IW), 1 against (MN) and 2 abstentions (SF, JMG)
JFG proposed the following amendment, no seconder:

6.4       JFG requests clarification of the procedure used by JMG for approving the Minutes at the August PC Meeting – JMG was not aware of more information being required and stated that “this was the first that she had heard about it this evening”, as the complaint had been dismissed at the October meeting by GE.  JFG reminded the Council of GE’s assurances that JMG’s clarification would be forthcoming.  JFG also pointed out that GE had no authority to dismiss the complaint or otherwise.  The SPC Complaints Policy provided for the Council to consider and decide on the complaint, this had not yet happened.  Defer to December.


JFG proposed the following amendment, seconded by ToG and all voted in favour:
7.3       Playing Field Representative update (ToG) – The Barn requires an updated quote for the roof repairs and this will be arranged by JFG/ToG. The planting of new trees were discussed in the Playing Field and SF advised that a scheme is put forward for discussion at the December meeting.

The minutes from the meeting of the 5th November 2019 where then proposed as a correct record of the meeting, seconded by SF and with 6 votes in favour and 1 against (JFG), these were then signed and dated by the Chairman.
5
MATTERS ARISING 

5.1
Staverton Relief in Need – Accounts 2017/18 – JFG proposed that this item is now removed from the agenda following confusion over the accounts presented, seconded by SF, and all voted in favour.
5.2
Croft Lane – Publicly Maintained Highway – No update provided by NCC, defer to January.
5.3
Christmas Tree Disposal – ToG has produced 2 notices for placing on The Green and on the Braunston Lane green, advising not to fly-tip Christmas trees. ToG proposed these are installed, seconded by JFG and all voted in favour.
5.4
Playing Field Hedge Cutting – Simon Russell has provided ToG with a verbal quote of £120 to cut the hedge with his machinery when conditions are dry.  ToG proposed that this quote is accepted, seconded by MN and all voted in favour.  The Clerk will advise Simon Russell of the decision, and will also notify Mrs Ashley.
6
BUSINESS 

6.1 
Budget Preparation 2020/21 – A budget meeting will be held with ToG. JFG and the Clerk to present to the next PC meeting.
6.2
Review and Adoption of the following SPC Policies 
a) Policy 005 – Amendments prior to the approval of previous meeting minutes
b) Policy 009 – Publication of draft minutes

c) Policy 013 – Minutes Policy 

d) Policy 014 - Recording and Reporting of PC Meetings

It was agreed that a working party including RN, JMG, JFG and ToG will meet to go through the policies and report back to the February meeting.

6.3 
Traffic Calming Scheme & Gateway – A425 – The gateway has been installed on the south side of the A425 but there are problems with the north side, there will be a meeting held between NCC Highways and the neighbour. JFG has had a meeting with Dave Mooney from E-On who has agreed the electrical requirements for the post installations.  The Vehicle Activated Signs are ready for installation once the posts and electricity are installed. 
6.4 
JFG requests clarification of the procedure used by JMG for approving the Minutes at the August PC Meeting – JMG advised that the approval of the August minutes were undertaken correctly as per standing orders.  JFG stated that GE did not have the authority to dismiss his complaint at the October meeting and JFG advised that a further complaint will be sent to the PC and possibly DDC.
6.5 
Response from JMG to comments made in the Open Forum (August Meeting) re the quarry site discussed at the February 2019 PC Meeting – It was agreed that JMG will discuss this with the complainant to determine the questions he requires answers to, as listening to the recording this is not obvious.
6.6
Planning Applications for Staverton Hill Farm, Badby Lane, Staverton – Draft letter has been produced by ToG.  MN proposed that the letter is sent to DDC Planning, seconded by SF and all voted in favour.
6.7
Staverton Village – CCTV Surveillance – JFG proposed that this item is removed from the agenda, seconded by MN and all voted in favour.
6.8 
Trees – Tree Planting in Public Open Spaces & Playing Field – The free trees have been received from the Woodland Trust; these are 2 rowans, 2 hazels, 2 crab apples and 2 willow.  IW proposed that these are planted in the Playing Field when the saplings are more established, seconded by MN and with 4 votes in favour, 1 against (JFG) and 1 abstention (RN).  The planting will be reviewed in Autumn 2020.
6.9 
The Barn – Roof Repairs – JFG will discuss gaining access with the tenant to enable an updated quote to be received.
6.10 
Grass Cutting Contract Renewal – M Freeman has provided his quote for the next 3 years, at £180 per grass cut. A decision will be deferred until the budget is set.
6.11
Path along the main road - A425 (back side) – This path is becoming very overgrown with foliage over the path.  JFG proposed that NCC are informed, seconded by IW and with 4 votes in favour. The overgrown hedge is the responsibility of the landowner, it was proposed to write and ask for this to be cut back by MN, seconded by SF and with 4 votes in favour and 2 against (RN, JFG)
6.12
Parish & Town Councils Meeting – Thursday 30th January 2020 6:30pm – SF and JMG will attend.
7
REPRESENTATIVES UPDATES 

7.1
Grass Mowing Representative update (JFG) – Nothing to report
7.2
Highways Representative update (SF) - Nothing to report
7.3
Playing Field Representative update (ToG) - Nothing to report
7.4
Street Lighting Representative update (JFG) - Nothing to report
7.5
Police Liaison Representative update – IW proposed that SF is the new representative, seconded by MN and all voted in favour
7.6 
Rights of Way Representative update – IW proposed that RN is the new representative, seconded by MN and all voted in favour.
8 
PLANNING

	
	TYPE
	REFERENCE
	LOCATION
	DETAIL

	8.1
	Application
	DA/2019/0510 (Amended) 
	Staverton Hill Farm, Badby Lane, Staverton
	Proposed change of use of existing buildings including fenestrational alterations, construction of reception building and the provision of additional parking area, all for use as wedding/functions venue including some overnight accommodation 

	
	JFG proposed that the PC are unable to support this amended application with the same objections raised as previously submitted, seconded by SF and all voted in favour

	8.2
	Application
	DA/2019/0937 
	Sparrow House, Daventry Road, Staverton
	First floor rear extension

	
	IW proposed no objections, seconded by ToG and with 2 votes in favour and 3 against.  Not carried.

JFG proposed that due to the concerns raised with the previous application, the PC are mindful of overdevelopment, seconded by MN and with 3 votes in favour, 2 against (IW, ToG) and 1 abstention (RN). Carried.

	8.3
	Application 
	DA/2019/0987
	The Stables, Manor Road, Staverton
	Remove trees subject of TPO Order DA 349

	
	MN proposed that further investigations are undertaken prior to any removal, seconded by JFG and all voted in favour.


9
FINANCE

It was proposed by IW that the following cheques be paid, seconded by MN and all voted in favour:
	9.1
	Type
	Reference
	Payee
	Detail
	Gross
Amount
	VAT 
element
	Authority

	
	Payment 
	Chq 808
	S Porter
	Salary £192.70
Expenses £37.50

November 2019
	£230.20
	
	LGA 1972 s112

	
	Payment
	Chq 809
	E-On
	Street Lighting Upgrades
	£4,612.80
	£768.80
	PCA1957 s3

	
	Payment
	Chq 810 

	Aylesbury Mains
	Street Light Repairs Nov 2019
	£115.20
	£19.20
	PCA 1957 s3


9.2 Income received:   


Barn Rent – November 19

£      91.67



Allotment Rents 


£      53.75


Interest – November 19  

£        0.12     


Total



           £     145.54

The Barn tenant needs reminded of the monthly rental increase – Proposed by JMG, seconded by MN and all voted in favour
The court paperwork for The Barn arrears payments owed by Mr Mansell will be dropped into JFG.
9.3 Bank account balances as at 19.11.19:

HSBC Business

£ 12,298.13

HSBC Deposit 

£      703.79


Total



£ 13,001.92


Uncashed cheques

£          0.00


Total available


£ 13,001.92



Less December Payments
£   4,958.20 


Bank Balance

£   8,043.72

MN requested that when the precept is prepared for 2020/21 that the cost for some of the footpath repairs are included
10 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE


10.1
Claremont Planning Consultancy – Land at Staverton Road, Daventry – Residential

Development – The comments to be submitted from the PC will be that the site is developed in conjunction with the other proposed development.  Consideration should be given to extend the footway from the development towards Staverton and a crossing point be implemented for pedestrians. Proposed by MN, seconded by ToG and with 3 votes in favour, 2 abstentions (SF, IW), and 1 against (JFG)
11

WEBSITE (ToG)

11.1 
Website Representative update – Nothing to report
DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Tuesday 7th January 2020 - 7:30pm

Meeting Closed; 9:20pm
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