
 Minutes of the Meeting of Staverton Parish Council
Tuesday 2nd March 2021 – 7:30pm 
Zoom Online Meeting 
PRESENT:   Parish Councillors: A Dewitt-Bukater (ADB), S Frost (SF), T Glover (ToG), J Golding (JFG) - Chairman, M Nightingale (MN), S Russell (SR), District Councillor R Frost, Clerk – S Porter and 7 members of the public
1. OPENING PROCEDURES 
1.1
      Acceptance of Apologies – R Noon (RN), I Weaver (IW), R Brown (NCC)

1.2 
Chairman’s Announcements – Nil 
2
GOVERNANCE

2.1
Declaration and nature of interest – S Frost – Item 5.4 (Personal)


2.2
Consideration of dispensation requests received – Nil 
3         OPEN FORUM
3.1      Reports from members of the public – Nil 
3.2      Reports from District & County Councillors – R Frost (DDC) - This is the last meeting before Unitary commences on 1st April 2021. Many thanks were given to all the District and County Councillors for the past few year’s service.
4         MINUTES

4.1      APPROVE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 2nd February 2021 – The following amendment was proposed by ToG, seconded by MN and all voted in favour “SF advised that Ian Boyes (NCC) had visited her property and stated no concerns as the cones outside the property were in the correct position. The minutes were then approved as an accurate record of the meeting and will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
5
MATTERS ARISING 
5.1 Parish Council Bank Account – Clerk Online Access – There is still no update to report. The form has been resubmitted to HSBC, the bank has checked the form in the branch and the appropriate minutes have also been included. 
5.2 Skateboard Ramp - Proposal for Playing Field – Details of the Braunston skate park have been circulated to the PC as an idea for the Playing Field.  It was agreed that more information and costs are required for such a large project, along with the impact this will have on the village.  Discuss further in April.
5.3 Clearance of Dead Wood from Playing Field Spinney – The clearance operation has been underway and will be completed this week.
5.4 Obstructions to Highway – Croft Lane, Glebe Lane, Backside and elsewhere – The PC awaits a response from K Palmer (NCC Regulations Team).  It was noted that there are several bins being left out around the village.
5.5
Refurbishment of Bus Shelter, Pocket Park Seat, Braunston Lane Noticeboard – This work will be undertaken by JFG when the weather improves.
5.6
Replacement Picnic Bench – Playing Field – SR has received the new picnic bench, which will need to be assembled.  JFG will level the slabs in the Playing Field prior to the installation.
5.7
Trees in the Playing Field – SR has moved the trees to the agreed plan, approved by the PC in February.
5.8
Commercial Use – Vinetree Business Units – These concerns have been left with DDC Planning Enforcement and will be monitored by the PC.
5.9
Storage Unit – Rear of the Playing Field Barn – The storage unit has been assembled by JFG and is in position at the rear of the Playing Field Barn.  Any PC equipment can now be stored in this.
6 
BUSINESS 
6.1       A425 Traffic Calming Scheme – Simon Evans reported that the Vehicle Activated Signs are working well and the data gathering exercise is being undertaken.  He suggested that the remaining funds from the DDC grant could be used for the painting “30” on the road by both of the signs, as an additional reminder to drivers. The invoice would need to be submitted to DDC prior to 31/03/21.  Ian Boyes (NCC) will make a site visit, at a time to be arranged, and JFG, SE and SF will attend.  Proposed by MN, seconded by SR and all voted in favour.
6.2 Reading Room Trust - Annual Report – No update received.  JFG advised that a trustees meeting is arranged for 03/03/2021.
6.3 Staverton Relief in Need Charity – Vacancy for 1 PC Representative – Continue to advertise as no applications received.
6.4 Parish Council Elections – These are planned for Thursday 6th May 2021. Due to the current Covid  restrictions, there cannot be a leaflet drop to promote the elections this year until after 29th March.  The details advising persons to register for a postal vote are being promoted on the parish website and social media.  The PC elections will also be advertised on the website and social media.  Any candidates wishing to join the Parish Council must have their forms completed and with DDC by the 8th April 2021.  JFG and the Clerk will compile a leaflet.
6.5 Annual Parish Meeting – The APM will take place over Zoom and will be held on Thursday 29th April 2021.  The agenda will be created by the Clerk and JFG.  
It was proposed by SF, seconded by SR and all voted in favour that a double sided leaflet be created promoting both the APM and the PC Election, which can be distributed to households from the 29th March.  All voted in favour.
7
REPRESENTATIVES UPDATES 

7.1
Grass Mowing Representative update (JFG) – Nothing to report
7.2
Highways Representative update (SF) – The ditches on the A425, by Skylarks Farm and the layby by the Golf Club, are still full of water due to blocked culverts.  The Clerk has reported these to NCC Street Doctor on two occasions and both times the engineer report states no further action required.  The Clerk will write and ask assistance from the County Councillor Robin Brown. Proposed by SF, seconded by ADB and all voted in favour.
7.3
Playing Field Representative update (SR) – Nothing further to report
7.4
Street Lighting Representative update (JFG) – The street light on the A425, outside The Hatch, was repaired and then promptly failed again, the street lighting contractors advise that vandalism is likely to be the cause.  There needs to be a better understanding of the fault diagnosis being provided from Aylesbury Mains and the varying in the cost of repairs.  Payment will be delayed on the two invoices until this issue is resolved.
7.5
Police Liaison Representative update (SF) – Confirmation given that no election canvassing can take place before 29th March.  A pilot scheme is being introduced to tackle speeding through villages, with signage stating an advisory 20mph speed limit, this will last 8 weeks and will involve several parishes.
7.6 
Rights of Way Representative update (RN) – No report.  JFG reported a broken stile on FD9, between Badby Lane and the Golf Course.
7.7
Social Media Representative (RN) – No report.
7.8 
Vehicle Activated Sign Representative (SE) – As discussed at Item 6.1
8 PLANNING 

	
	TYPE
	REFERENCE
	LOCATION
	DETAIL

	8.1


	Application 
	DA/2021/0134
	Land at Daventry Road, Staverton
	Work to trees within a Conservation Area

	
	This is an application from the PC. Advisory purposes only.


9
FINANCE

It was proposed by SF that Chq No’s 859 & 860 be paid, seconded by MN and all voted in favour.  It was agreed earlier in the meeting that the Aylesbury Mains payment be withheld until the repair issues are resolved.
	9.1
	Type
	Reference
	Payee
	Detail
	Gross

Amount
	VAT 

element
	Authority

	
	Payment 
	Chq 859
	S Porter
	Salary £205.34

Expenses £41.10

February 2021
	£ 246.44
	
	LGA 1972 s112

	
	Payment 
	On Hold
	Aylesbury Mains
	Street Light Repairs – January 2021

Street Light Repairs 

- February 2021
	£  79.68

£101.52
	£13.28

£16.92
	PCA1957 s3

	
	Payment 
	Chq 860
	E-On 
	Street Lighting – January 2021
	£ 181.18
	£8.63
	PCA1957 s3



9.2
Income received

Barn Rent 


£   100.00

Interest


£       0.01


Total 



£   100.01


03.02.21 Bank Transfer from Current Account to Reserve Account - £2,000 
9.3

Bank Balance as at 19.02.21 


Reserve Account: 

£ 2,704.63


Current Account: 

£ 2,698.32 


Total



£ 5,402.95

Uncashed cheques

£        9.39

Less March Payments
£    427.62

Total Available

£ 4,965.94
10
WEBSITE 

10.1  
Website Representative update (ADB) – All news items being regularly updated.  The Parish Council election details will be advertised.
11

CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE

11.1
WNC - Postal Voters urged to register early – Noted.  Details have been added to website
11.2
Northamptonshire Police – Introduction from Daventry Neighbourhood Policing team Sgt (Matt 
Moore) - Noted
11.3
Census 2021 – Sunday 21st March – Noted. Details on the website.
11.4 
DDC – Parish & Town Councils Meeting – Thursday 25th February – No one was able to attend from the PC, await the minutes to be circulated from DDC.
DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Tuesday 6th April 2021 - 7:30pm
Meeting Closed: 8:24pm 
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