
Minutes of the Meeting of Staverton Parish Council
Staverton Village Hall
Tuesday 3rd August 2021 – 7:30pm 
PRESENT:   Parish Councillors: J Golding (JFG) - Chairman, A McGibbon (AM), T McGibbon (TM), 

R Noon (RN), R Plaskett (RP), S Russell (SR),  D Thomas (DT), N Wakeford (NW), Clerk – S Porter and 2 members of the public
1. OPENING PROCEDURES 
1.1
      Acceptance of Apologies – R Frost and J Gilford (arriving late), D Smith 
1.2 
Chairman’s Announcements – Nil 
2
GOVERNANCE

2.1
Declaration and nature of interest – Nil 


2.2
Consideration of dispensation requests received – Nil 
3         OPEN FORUM
3.1      Reports from members of the public – Nil 
(The following item was deferred and discussed prior to the Representative Updates)
3.2      Report from West Northamptonshire Unitary Councillor – J Gilford and R Frost reported that the elected unitary councillors have a chance to make a difference in the new era of the West Northamptonshire Council. RF and JMG are both on Scrutiny Committees; RF being Corporate and JMG on Environmental.  RF is also on the Planning and JMG on Environmental, and is also an Assistant Cabinet Member.  The third ward councillor, David Smith is a Cabinet Member.
4         MINUTES

4.1      APPROVE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 6th July 2021 – It was proposed by SR, seconded by RP and all voted in favour that the minutes were an accurate record of the meeting and will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
5
MATTERS ARISING 
5.1 Village Litter Pick – RP advised that due to a limited number of litter picking equipment sets, there is only enough for a small working party, say 3 or 4 people.  This will be arranged with a few volunteers along the main roads.  JFG advised that the best time for this to be actioned is at the start of the year, when the full extent of the verges are far more accessible.
5.2 Hall Farm House, The Green – Highways have informed the PC that the Listed Building Officer has arranged for the road closure due to an unsafe wall.
5.3 Staverton Residents Gathering Meeting – Playing Field – RP reported that the event went well and the Playing Field was left in good order. The Village Hall Committee have advised they would like to book the Playing Field for an event on Sunday 5th June 2022 to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee.  This was noted by the PC.  RP proposes that this item be removed from the agenda, seconded by AM and all voted in favour.
6 
BUSINESS 
6.1 Badby Lane – Speeding & Fly Tipping – WNC – The Environmental Health Officer has provided the PC with two Fly Tipping signs for erecting in the gateways along Badby Lane.  The issue of speeding has not been addressed by Highways; DT will contact Matthew Clarke (Highways) and ask what action can be taken and whether additional signage or a speed limit reduction could be considered. 
(R Frost & J Gilford arrive) 
6.2 
Street Lantern Quote– Daventry Road/Churchfields – Defer to September meeting.
6.3 
Staverton Neighbourhood Development Plan –JFG advised that the PC is eligible for grant funding to create a completely new Neighbourhood Development Plan although certain elements of the old plan could be utilised.  In the first instance it was agreed that a Public Meeting be held to gauge the interest of the parishioners.   A  SNDP Committee would need to be set up if required following that meeting, consisting of several parishioners.   RN proposed that a small working party consisting of RN, AM & TM meet and bring some ideas to the September PC meeting to determine the plan of action, seconded by SR and all voted in favour.
6.3 Braunston Lane - Planting of a Jubilee Tree – NW advised that a statement tree of colour be planted in the agreed location, something like a red oak or copper beech.  This would need to be discussed with M Venton (WNC) and Highways (to investigate the Utilities in that area).  DT will discuss with Highways.  NW will talk with M Venton.  Discuss further in September.
 

6.4 Review of Playing Field Rules & Purchase of New Signs – A new set of rules has been prepared for the gateway of the Playing Field.  NW proposed that the phone box reference and emergency numbers are removed from the poster, seconded by DT and with 6 votes in favour and 1 abstention (RN). Carried. 
The poster will be amended and circulated for approval.  Costs provided from Amber are £18.00 for A4 and £24.00 for A3.  DT advises getting an alternative quote from Image IT. Proposed by DT, seconded by SR and all voted in favour.
It will be reported to BT that the telephone box in the village is not currently working, and neither is the light which was reported to BT at the start of the year.
6.5 Playing Field – Wicksteed Inspection Report – SR advised that there are minor items listed which are in need of attention.SR proposed that a working party be organised to go through the report and fix the issues raised, seconded by AM and all voted in favour.
6.6 Defibrillator – Nominate a Designated Person to Inspect – Margaret Nightingale has agreed to continue to monitor the defibrillator.  AM has agreed to cover for whenever MN is away.  All voted in favour.
6.7 Daventry Miniature Race Cars – Open Evening for Staverton Residents – Friday 10th September – 6-10pm. This event will be publicised on the village noticeboard, website and social media.
6.8 Parish Council input to planning decisions made by WNC – The PC and the Ward Councillors will work together when objections are raised to any planning applications.  It was mentioned that NCALC have received concerns from several parishes about the new system and it is thought that a survey will be sent around to determine the views of all PC’s.  The Clerk will check the situation with Danny Moody.
6.9 Cultivation Licence – Home Close - JFG advised that following a change of ownership he had been contacted by the adjacent household concerning the area of highway verge on the corner of Home Close and Braunston Lane concerning grass cutting, which was agreed.  This area had been previously maintained by the previous householder along with several trees and flower beds.  JFG had suggested that the Parish Council should obtain a Cultivation Licence for the area and agree ongoing maintenance with the new Householder.  In this way the cultivation would become legal and made safe and at no expense to the Parish Council.   It was agreed that as this planted area had been in place for over 30 years that this was not necessary, and the item be removed from the agenda.  Proposed by TM, seconded by DT, and with 6 votes in favour and 1 objection (RN).  Carried.
6.10 Staverton Education Foundation – End of Term Vacancies for Two Trustees – The terms of office occupied by JFG and Maureen Maplethorpe are coming to an end. The vacancies will be advertised on the noticeboard, social media and village website.
6.11 Parish Councillor Training – NCALC have quoted the sum of £245.00 for a two hour training session in the Village Hall for New Councillor training in September/October time.  All councillors are to attend.  NW proposed that this be booked, seconded by AM and all voted in favour.  
6.12 Overhanging Hedge – Backside – The hedge is overhanging the pathway and obscuring the street light.  NW has agreed to speak with the residents in The Old Vicarage and advise them of the action required to be undertaken.  Proposed by AM, seconded by RN and all voted in favour.
7
REPRESENTATIVES UPDATES 

7.1
Vehicle Activated Signs Representative (SE) – Nothing additional to report.  The Traffic Survey data, arranged by John Vale, will be forwarded to SE.

7.2
Highways Representative update (DT) – Nothing to report.
7.3
Playing Field Representative update (SR) – As agreed earlier in the meeting, a working party will be arranged to undertake the issues identified on the Wicksteed Inspection Report.
7.4
Street Lighting Representative update (JFG) – Nothing to report.  Will be discussed under Finance.
7.5
Police Liaison Representative update (DT) – Nothing to report.
7.6 
Rights of Way Representative update (RN) – Zoom training has been offered to the Parish Path Wardens, which mainly involved showing how to report problems with Rights of Way on the Fix My Street app.  
7.7
Social Media Representative (RN) – Nothing to report.
7.8 
Grass Mowing Representative update (JFG) – The grass mowing contractor has been undertaking several other areas in addition to the schedule agreed.  This may well be invoiced for.
7.9 
Tree Representative (NW) – Minor pruning of branches at Tilia House  has been undertaken, as agreed with M Venton (WNC), as the trees have TPO’s attached.
7.10 
Website Representative (AM) – All up to date and the external links are being updated.

(R Frost leaves the meeting)


8. 
PLANNING 

	
	Type
	Reference 
	Location 
	Details 

	
	
	
	
	

	8.1 
	Refusal 
	WND/2021/0124
	Whitmill Hill Cottage, Badby Lane, Staverton
	Demolition of existing dwelling and construction of new dwelling 

	8,2
	Granted 
	WND/2021/0053
	Hungerbarn, The Orchard, Staverton
	Replacement windows and door


9
FINANCE

It was proposed by AM, seconded by RN and all voted in favour that all invoices be paid with the exception of Chq No 875.  

Chq No 875 – a figure of £231.76 was proposed to be paid by AM, seconded by SR and all voted in favour.  The Clerk will query the light repairs undertaken to No 30 on the A425 (under warranty) and No 12 in Croft Lane (remains on at all times)
	9.1
	Type
	Reference
	Payee
	Detail
	Gross

Amount
	VAT 

element
	Authority

	
	Payment 
	DD (09/07)
	Yu Energy 
	Street Lighting 
	£ 132.60
	£ 6.31
	PCA1957 s3

	
	Payment 
	Chq 872
	S Porter
	Salary £205.54

Expenses £12.50

July 2021
	£ 218.04
	
	LGA 1972 s112

	
	Payment 
	Chq 873
	M Freeman
	Grass Cuts x 4
	£ 720.00
	
	HA1980 s96 

	
	Payment 
	Chq 874
	WNC
	Uncontested Election Costs – May 2021
	£   90.00
	£15.00
	

	
	Payment 
	Chq 875
	Aylesbury Mains
	Street Light Repairs – January 2021

Street Light Repairs 

- February 2021

Street Light Repairs 

- June 2021
	£  79.68

£101.52

£123.36
	£13.28

£16.92

£20.56
	PCA1957 s3

	
	Payment 
	DD

(04/08)
	HMRC 
	PAYE 2021/22 Q1
	£153.83
	
	LGA1972 s112


9.2
Income received:    

Barn Rent 

    
£   100.00


Interest 


£       0.02


Yu Energy – Refund 

£    754.11


Total


            £   854.13 

9.3 Bank account balances as at 19.07.21:

HSBC Business

£ 8,452,75

HSBC Deposit 

£ 2,704.73


Total



£11,157.48

Uncashed cheques

£      45.48

Total available


£11,112.00 


Less August Payments
£ 1,486.43


Bank Balance

£ 9,625.57
10
CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE – The Clerk updated the PC with regards to an email received with regards to an offer of a donation of a memorial bench to the Playing Field, it turns out that the lady had the wrong Staverton.
DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Tuesday 7th September 2021
Meeting Closed: 9:13pm 
291

