
               Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Staverton Parish Council
Staverton Village Hall
Tuesday 3rd May 2022 – 7:30pm 
PRESENT:   Parish Councillors: J Golding (JFG), A McGibbon (AM), T McGibbon (TM), R Noon (RN),

R Plaskett (RP),  S Russell (SR), N Wakeford (NW), Clerk – S Porter, J Gilford (WNC) and 4 members of the public
1. OPENING PROCEDURES 
1.1
Election of Chairman & Acceptance of Office – JFG proposed Roy Noon as Chairman, seconded by SR and all voted in favour.  The Acceptance of Office was signed.
1.2
Election of Vice Chairman & Acceptance of Office – NW proposed Tom McGibbon as Vice Chairman, seconded by AM and all voted in favour.  The Acceptance of Office was signed.
1.3  
Acceptance of Apologies for Absence – D Thomas (DT), R Frost (WNC), D Smith (WNC)
1.4
Chairman’s Announcements – The meeting is being recorded and the public were reminded that they can speak during the meeting at the discretion of the Chairman.  Many thanks were given to the outgoing Chairman, JFG, for all his hard work over the past year.
1.5
Review of Standing Orders – JFG proposed that these are adopted in the current form, seconded by AM and all voted in favour.
1.6
Review of Financial Regulations – AM proposed that these are adopted in the current form, seconded by SR and all voted in favour.
1.7
Review of Policy Documents & Risk Assessment – These will be adopted in the current form, subject to the amendments of the wording of DDC or NCC being updated to read WNC.  Defer to June meeting. 
1.8
Review of Asset Register – Additions required are the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Tree, Tree Guard and Plaque, valued at £280.00 to the Asset Register.  This is then proposed as accurate by JFG, seconded by SR and all voted in favour.
1.9 
Review of Insurance Renewal – No policy schedule received as yet.  Defer to June meeting.
1.10
Appointment of Parish Council Representatives (Delegated Responsibilities)
Vehicle Activated Signs Representative - Simon Evans – Proposed by AM, seconded by SR and all voted in favour.

Highways Representative - DT not in attendance – Defer to June

Playing Field Representative - SR – Proposed by JFG, seconded by RP and all voted in favour.

Street Lighting Representative - JFG – Proposed by AM, seconded by NW and all voted in favour.

Police Liaison Representative - DT not in attendance – Defer to June

Rights of Way Representative - RN – Proposed by SR, seconded by AM and all voted in favour.

Social Media Representative – RN - Proposed by SR, seconded by AM and all voted in favour.

Grass Mowing Representative - SR – Proposed by AM, seconded by RP and all voted in favour.

Trees Representative - NW – Proposed by SR, seconded by RP and all voted in favour.

Website Representative - AM – Proposed by TM, seconded by SR and all voted in favour.
Planning Representatives – JFG & TM – Proposed by AM, seconded by SR and all voted in favour.
2
GOVERNANCE

2.1
Declaration and nature of interest – JFG – Item 8.4 (Personal)


2.2 
Consideration of dispensation requests received – Nil 
3        OPEN FORUM

3.1      Reports from members of the public – Nil  

3.2      Report from West Northamptonshire Unitary Councillor (J Gilford) – There will be a new Highways Contractor appointed around July time; we then expect improvements to the service provided.  There are some road repairs required outside the Golf Club, by the bollards on the A425.  The Clerk will report in to “Fix My Street”.  The question of CIL monies from the large development on the A425 bordering the Parish, it was confirmed this is not likely to be received by the PC.  JFG advised that he had been in contact with Planning Officer, Richard Wood, with regards to improvements to the footpath link at this development, and the question will be asked to him if this funding has been allocated.
4         MINUTES

4.1      APPROVE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 5th April 2022 – It was proposed by AM, seconded by RP, and all voted in favour that the minutes were an accurate record of the meeting and will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
5
MATTERS ARISING 

5.1 Well Lane – Access and Maintenance Update – Defer to later in the meeting, await the return of the resident.
5.2 Street Light Improvements – Daventry Road/Church Street – There were discussions regarding how best to improve the illumination from the existing street light in this area.  JFG will obtain a quote from E-On and this will be discussed further at the June meeting.  Proposed by AM, seconded by SR and all voted in favour.
5.3 Parking around Braunston Lane triangle – There are problems with vehicles parking on the footpaths in this area, causing issues for the pedestrians.  (RN – personal interest declared as School employee). JFG proposed, seconded by AM, that a letter be sent to the School asking that parents are reminded where to park, and hopefully re-introduce the no parking signs which had proved effective in the past.  There are also safety concerns with the Braunston Lane development works and the increase in HGV traffic adding to the problem.
 

5.4 Braunston Lane – Development Works – The detailed planning permission has been granted and the building works have started.  There are problems with loose stones in the Lane, and these are causing a concern to residents and Highways will be asked to enforce a weekly street cleaning with additional speed limit signs erected whilst the works are ongoing.  NW proposed that as well as contacting Highways, a letter be sent to the developer to remind them to undertake these tasks, seconded by RP and all voted in favour (JFG abstained).
5.5 Braunston Lane – Triangle Improvements – The request for granite sets to be placed at the triangle was rejected by both the developers and Highways.  It will be asked if CIL monies could be used.
5.6 Badby Lane - Speed Restrictions & Highway Safety Issues – The reduced speed limit of 30mph will be discussed at the next Speed Review Panel Meeting and the PC will be advised of the outcome.  The large stones placed on the grass verges will be inspected by Highways by the end of May, and an update will be provided at the June meeting. 
5.7 Parish Website and Contact List – AM will update and confirm with all councillors.  The website content needs updating, as advised by Simon Evans.
6 
BUSINESS 

6.1.
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 2022 – The wildflower meadow was planted by JFG and SR.  All residents will be receiving the Jubilee Events brochure shortly.  The PC will formally respond to Jane Evans (Village Hall) with permissions given to use the Green for the village gathering and the Playing Field to play classic games.
6.2 Staverton Neighbourhood Development Plan – There has been one application received to join the SNDP working party.  Discuss further at the June meeting.
6.3 NCALC - Asset Mapping Project – JFG and the Clerk will update the details into the software for uploading and the completion of the project.
6.4 Conversion of Parish Street Lights Project – JFG and the working party will be discussing the proposals received from the street lighting contractors. The proposal will then be submitted to the PC at the June meeting.  AM proposed that the working party have delegated responsibility to agree the way forward and present their findings, seconded by TM and all voted in favour.
6.5 NCALC – Clerk’s Pay Award 2021/22 – The backdated pay of £142.56 to cover the pay increase from April 2021 – March 2022 was approved. JFG also proposed that from May 2022 the Clerk’s hours increase from 22 hours per month to 24 hours on the new hourly rate of £12.21, seconded by TM and all voted in favour. 
6.6 Code of Conduct Training – The quote provided by NCALC was £245 to cover the online training course for all councillors. Proposed that this be arranged by JFG, seconded by SR and all voted in favour.  The suggested date of Tuesday 31st May 7-9pm will be requested to NCALC.
6.7 
Annual Parish Meeting – The meeting was well received, with no problems reported.
6.8 Trees obstructing Grass Cutting - Daventry Road – There is a problem with low hanging branches from trees which are affecting the grass mowing contractor. NW will contact M Venton (WNC) and ask if these minor works can be undertaken, which SR and TM have offered to do free of charge.  The problems are mainly on the Daventry Road corner, opposite the garage on the A425 and on the Green.  Proposed by NW, seconded by AM and all voted in favour.
6.9 Removal of Boundary Wall – Yee Tree Cottage, Windmill Lane – The wall has been demolished and the planning conditions state that the wall be renovated. JFG proposed that advice is sought from the Planning officer, seconded by SR and all voted in favour.


As the resident did not return to the meeting, the PC returned to discuss: 

5.1 Well Lane – Access and Maintenance Update - The Lane has been resurfaced by the resident using white stone chippings, and WNC Planning and Highways need to be made aware.  An invoice for £12,600 has been issued to the PC for payment of this work.  The PC confirms that this Lane is not their responsibility, and they will not be paying any invoice.  There are concerns raised that a gate will be installed at this location, as previously advised by the resident.  It was reminded to all that this is a public Right of Way.  NW has agreed to create an email and send to the WNC Portfolio Holder (as advised by J Gilford), with all relevant persons copied in.  
7
REPRESENTATIVES UPDATES (Former)

7.1
Vehicle Activated Signs Representative (S Evans) – No update. JFG advised that he had received an email concerning the speeding and this will be forwarded to Simon Evans.
7.2
Highways Representative (DT) – DT advised the Clerk prior to the meeting that the wall, reported at last month’s meeting, has been demolished and is being rebuilt.
7.3
Playing Field Representative (SR) – JFG has received a quote from Wicksteed for the replacement bearings for the whirly bird roundabout which amounts to £108.10. All in favour to proceed with the purchase of these.  JFG will soon be painting the mobiles along with cleaning and relaying of the tiles under the roundabout.
7.4
Street Lighting Representative (JFG) – There are currently two street lights out; however repairs on these will be deferred until a decision on the LED project is determined.
7.5
Police Liaison Representative (DT) – No report received.
7.6 
Rights of Way Representative (RN) – Nothing to report.
7.7
Social Media Representative (RN) – Nothing to report.
7.8 
Grass Mowing Representative (JFG) – The Playing Field has been cut much lower recently, resulting in a lot of dead grass, this will improve as the season goes on.
7.9 
Trees Representative (NW) – Nothing further to report.
7.10 
Website Representative (AM) – Nothing further to report.

8 
PLANNING

	
	TYPE
	REFERENCE
	LOCATION
	DETAIL

	8.1

	Application 
	WND/2022/0287
	Ivy Lodge, Manor Road, Staverton
	Removal of a tree within a conservation area

	
	No Objections were proposed by NW, seconded by RP and all voted in favour.

	8.2
	Appeal
	DA/2021/0344
	Staverton Hill Farm, Badby Lane, Staverton 
	Proposed change of use of existing buildings to Use Class E (commercial, business and service) to allow for any of the following uses ((a) retail sale of goods; (b) sale of food and drink for consumption on the premises; (c)(i) financial services; (ii) professional services; (iii) any other services which it is appropriate to provide in a commercial, business or service locality; (d) indoor sport, recreation or fitness to visiting members of the public; (e) provision of medical or health services; (f) a crèche, day nursery or day centre; (g)(i) an office, (ii) research and development or (iii) any industrial process, being a use which can be carried out in any residential area without detriment to the amenity of that area by reason of noise, vibration, smell, fumes, smoke, soot, ash, dust or grit)) and to include expansion of existing lake for leisure fishing and construction of new car park with associated landscaping works all to be accessed off existing entrance from A425.


	
	The Parish Council endorse the decision made by the Members of the Council and the reasons stated for refusal

	8.3
	Approval
	WND/2021/0378
	Land off Braunston Lane, Staverton
	Reserved Matters Application (access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale)

	8.4 
	Approval
	WND/2021/0907
	Green Farm House, Glebe Lane, Staverton
	Installation of heat pump cabinet to rear garden 

	8.5
	Approval
	WND/2022/0115
	Nursery Meadows, Badby Lane, Staverton 
	Construction of storage building and creation of hardstanding (retrospective)


9
FINANCE 

It was proposed by AM, seconded by TM and all voted in favour that the following payments be approved:
	 9.1
	Type
	Reference
	Payee
	Detail
	Gross
Amount
	VAT 
element
	Authority

	
	Payment
	DD
	Yu Energy 
(09/04/22)
	Street Lighting 
	£171.98
	£8.19
	PCA1957 s3

	
	Payment 
	Chq No 899
	S Porter
	Salary £328.98
(Backdated Pay Award to April 2021 £142.56)

Expenses 

£12.50

April 2022
	£ 341.48
	
	LGA 1972 s112

	
	Payment 
	DD
	HMRC 
	PAYE 2021/22 Q4 
	£204.50
	
	LGA 1972 s112


9.2 Income received:    

Barn Rent 

    
£ 107.00


Interest 


£     0.11


Total


            £ 107.11
9.3 Bank account balances as at 19.04.22:

HSBC Business

£  8,232.01

HSBC Deposit 

£  2,705.05


Total



£10,937.06

Uncashed cheques

£         0.00

Total available


£10,937.06


Less May Payments

£     545.98

Bank Balance

£10,391.08
10 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE
10.1
WNC – Housing Strategy Consultation (online) – All urged to visit the WNC website and complete the consultation.
10.2
PCSO Tara Cooksammy – Police Surgeries (Scams and Fraud Prevention) – The PC confirmed that they would be happy to hold the surgeries in the village.  
Meeting Closed: 9:30pm

DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Tuesday 7th June 2022 7:30pm 
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