
Minutes of the Meeting of Staverton Parish Council
Staverton Village Hall
Tuesday 6th September 2022 – 7:30pm 
PRESENT:   Parish Councillors: J Golding (JFG), R Noon (RN) - Chairman, S Russell (SR), 
D Thomas (DT), N Wakeford (NW), Clerk – S Porter, D Smith (WNC), PCSO Tara Cooksammy and 5 members of the public
1. OPENING PROCEDURES 
1.1
Acceptance of Apologies – A McGibbon (AM), T McGibbon (TM), R Plaskett (RP), R Frost & 
J Gilford (WNC)

1.2
Chairman’s Announcements – A reminder was given to the public that they can speak during the meeting at the Chairman’s discretion but only when invited to do so.
2
GOVERNANCE

2.1
Declaration and nature of interest – Nil 


2.2 
Consideration of dispensation requests received – Nil 
3        OPEN FORUM

3.1      Reports from members of the public – Nil 
3.2      Report from West Northants Unitary Councillor – David Smith – Reported that the Public Open Spaces Protection Order consultation is now being discussed.  The new Highways contract with Kier is underway.  WNC are due to report a budget deficit caused by high fuel costs and staff wages.  Taxi fares are due to be aligned in the District, as this has not been undertaken since 2008.  There will be a cap on bus fares of £2.00 per journey for up to 18 miles.
4         MINUTES

4.1      APPROVE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 2nd August 2022 – 

The following amendments were proposed by JFG, seconded by DT and all voted in favour (SR/NW abstained as were not at the August meeting)
Item 5.1 - Well Lane – Access and Maintenance Update – A gate has been installed outside the property across the lower end of Well Lane. RP has had a lengthy discussion with the resident, who has advised that WNC have given permission for this.  Following e-mail discussions, Rights of Way have confirmed that permission for a gate has not been provided.  JFG proposed that the gate is reported to the Planning Enforcement department as a breach of conditions, seconded by DT and 4 votes in favour, TM & RP abstained.  With regards to the planning implications of the resurfacing of the Lane, advice has been received from Eamon McDowell (WNC Planning) that the PC should report to Planning Enforcement if they feel that a breach of conditions has happened, being as this is within the conservation area of the village, seconded by DT and 5 votes in favour and 1 abstention (RP).  The fingerpost at the top of Well Lane/Manor Road indicating the Right of Way down the Lane has been removed and is missing.  This has been reported in by RN to Fix My Street and is currently under investigation.  JFG will generate a report incorporating all the issues discussed in the meeting and TM will assist with photographic evidence.  This document will then be forwarded to WNC as an overall complaint with the full details. Proposed by JFG, seconded by DT and all voted in favour.

The August minutes were then proposed as an accurate record of the meeting by JFG, seconded by DT and all voted in favour.  These will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
5
MATTERS ARISING 

5.1 Well Lane – Access, Maintenance & Missing Finger Post - Update – JFG proposed that this item be deferred to the end of the meeting and discussed in a closed session, seconded by RN and all voted in favour.
5.2 Parking around Braunston Lane triangle – (RN declares a personal interest) The Clerk will arrange a meeting with the School to discuss the parking issues, now that the new school year is underway.
 

5.3 Braunston Lane – Development Works – There has recently been fumes reported from a sewer and adequate venting is required.  RN agreed to report the problem on “Fix my Street”.
5.4 Badby Lane – Proposed Speed Restrictions – TM will circulate a proposed reply to Highways and once approved by the PC, this will be sent from the Clerk to WNC Highways.
5.5 Trees obstructing Grass Cutting - Daventry Road – SR and DT will arrange a date to undertake these works.
5.6 Mobile Police Surgery – PCSO Tara Cooksammy reported that the Beat Bus will be in the village, outside the School, on Thursday 8th September.  PC Steve Galloway and the Fire Officer will also be in attendance.  There are plans to hold Fraud and Scam workshops locally and neighbouring villages will be invited to also attend.
5.7 
NCALC – Annual Conference – Saturday 1st October 10am – AM and TM will attend.
5.8 NCALC - Asset Mapping Project – JFG and the Clerk will arrange to upload the data into the software with the assets identified by JFG earlier this year.
6 
BUSINESS 

6.1
Staverton Neighbourhood Development Plan – Letters will be delivered to the residents who attended the Open Meeting in April.  This will hopefully generate enough interest to form a working party for the SNDP.
6.2 Conversion of Parish Street Lights Project – JFG circulated the quotes and figures for the cost saving exercise of upgrading the street lights. The preferred option is from Zeta Specialist Lighting at a cost of £9,565.00p plus VAT, who would remove the existing gear tray and fit a new tray to accommodate the new system along with a new photo-electric cell and issue an individual electrical test certificate for each street light. The new lamp and cell would run at 20w with an illumination of 2700K (warm white). There would be an integrated system which would dim the illumination by 10% between midnight and 5.00am with a corresponding further 10% saving in electricity costs. All works undertaken would be covered by a full 10 years parts and labour guarantee. After the 10 years, normal maintenance fees would apply, although the electricity saving would continue. It is anticipated that the initial cost would be recovered within 4-5 years at current fixed electricity prices, leaving an ongoing savings in electricity cost of as much as 80% for the balance of the 10 years and beyond. Proposed by JFG, seconded by DT and all voted in favour to proceed.  The Clerk will place the order with Zeta, and advise Sparkx that they were not successful.
6.3 Review of the Recording of Meetings Policy – It was agreed by all that the policy meets with the current requirements of the PC.  This item can be removed from the agenda.
6.4 NCALC - Civility & Respect Pledge – DT proposed that the PC sign up to the pledge, seconded by SR and all voted in favour. This will be undertaken by the Clerk.  This item can be removed from the agenda.
7
REPRESENTATIVES UPDATES 

7.1
Vehicle Activated Signs Representative (S Evans) – All working fine.  SE requested a folder on the website so that the traffic data can be stored.  AM will be advised.
7.2
Highways Representative – (DT) – Nothing to report.
7.3
Playing Field Representative (SR) – Nothing to report.
7.4
Street Lighting Representative (JFG) – Nothing further to report.
7.5
Police Liaison Representative – (DT) – Nothing further to report.
7.6 
Rights of Way Representative (RN) – The stile on Manor Road has been reported by RN on “Fix my Street” and this call has been logged, but advised that there are long delays with repairs due to the high volume of calls.  The landowner will also be advised of this repair that is required.
7.7
Social Media Representative (RN) – Nothing to report.
7.8 
Grass Mowing Representative (SR) – Nothing to report.
7.9 
Trees Representative (NW) – There has been a request for the removal of trees in Well Lane that have a TPO attached.  NW will attend a meeting with M Venton (WNC) and the landowner.
7.10 
Website Representative (AM) – No report.
8 
PLANNING

	
	TYPE
	REFERENCE
	LOCATION
	DETAIL

	8.1

	Application 
	WND/2022/0577
	Godfrees House, Manor Road, Staverton
	Insertion of roof lights

	
	No Objections from the PC

	8.2
	Application 
	WND/2022/0578
	Godfrees House, Manor Road, Staverton
	Listed Building Consent for conversion of attic space, insertion of staircase to attic and insertion of roof lights

	
	No Objections from the PC 

	8.3 
	Application 
	WND/2022/0675
	Colledges House, Oakham Lane, Staverton
	Works to and removal of tree in a conservation area

	
	Already approved by M Venton (WNC)

	8.4
	Appeal - Upheld
	
	4 Oakham Lane, Staverton
	Demolition of front western boundary wall and construction of new boundary wall 

	
	JFG will draft a letter regarding the logic adopted by the Planning Inspector about the Conservation Area and for advice on how the wording needs to be amended..

	8.5
	Approval
	WND/2021/0063
	Home Farm, Church Street, Staverton,
	Part conversion of barn to ancillary residential annexe and construction of new pitched roof across length of barn complex

	8.6
	Approval 
	WND/2021/0846
	The Old House, The Orchard, Staverton
	Listed Building Consent for replacement of roof tiles and valleys

	8.7 
	Approval
	WND/2022/0654
	Ilador House, The Orchard, Staverton
	Work to a tree and felling another tree in the conservation area


9
FINANCE 

SR proposed that the following accounts be paid, seconded by JFG and all voted in favour:
	 9.1
	Type
	Reference
	Payee
	Detail
	Gross
Amount
	VAT 
element
	Authority

	
	Payment
	DD
	Yu Energy 
(09/08/22)
	Street Lighting 
July 22


	£131.94
	£ 6.28
	PCA1957 s3

	
	Payment 
	Chq No 916
	S Porter
	Salary 
£214.82

Expenses 

£38.50

August 2022
	£253.32
	
	LGA1972 s112

	
	Payment
	DD
	HMRC
	PAYE 2022/23 Q1 
	£303.11
	
	LGA1972 s112


9.2 Income received:    

Barn Rent 

    
£     107.00


Interest 


£         0.34


Total


            £     107.34

9.3 Bank account balances as at 19.08.22:

HSBC Business

£ 9,037.99

HSBC Deposit 

£ 2,705.72


Total



£11,743.71 

Uncashed cheques

£    294.00

Total available


£11,449.71


Less September Payments
£     556.43


Bank Balance

£10,893.28

10 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE


10.1
WNC Consultation – West Northants Electoral Review for new councillor numbers – Noted 
10.2
WNC Consultation – New Rules in Public Open Spaces – Noted 
10.3 
Yew Tree Cottage, Staverton – Planning Enforcement Officer closes the enquiry - Noted 
10.4 
Option to opt out of the SAAA Central External Auditor Appointment – The PC have made the decision not to opt out, as is the advice given from NCALC.

DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Tuesday 4th October 2022 7:30pm
Closed Meeting to Public – Discussion held regarding the Well Lane issues.


Meeting Closed: 9:20pm 
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