
Minutes of the Meeting of Staverton Parish Council
Staverton Village Hall
Tuesday 6th December 2022 – 7:30pm 
PRESENT:   Parish Councillors: J Golding (JFG), A McGibbon (AM), T McGibbon (TM), R Noon (RN) – Chairman, R Plaskett (RP), S Russell (SR), N Wakeford (NW), Clerk – S Porter, J Gilford & R Frost (WNC) and 5 members of the public
1. OPENING PROCEDURES 
1.1
Acceptance of Apologies – D Thomas (DT), D Smith (WNC)
1.2
Chairman’s Announcements - The Chairman reminded all that the Code of Conduct will be adhered to throughout the meeting, and the public can speak at the discretion of the Chairman.
2
GOVERNANCE

2.1
Declaration and nature of interest – WND/2022/0838 & 0839 (RP) 


2.2 
Consideration of dispensation requests received – Nil 
3         OPEN FORUM

3.1      Reports from members of the public – Nil 
3.2      Report from West Northants Unitary Councillor – J Gilford – Jo has been co-opted onto the Open Scrutiny Meetings reviewing the new Highways Contract, and the KPI’s moving forward and also the Delivery of Waste Services.  Meetings have been held with WNC in regards to the Well Lane issues.  Three departments are involved; Planning, Rights of Way and the Definitive Map team.  A conclusion will hopefully be available for the January meeting.  Energy Efficiency Grants are now available to apply for.  
4         MINUTES

4.1      APPROVE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 1st November 2022 – It was proposed by RP that these minutes were an accurate record of the meeting, seconded by SR and all voted in favour.  The Chairman will sign and date the minutes.
5
MATTERS ARISING 

5.1 Well Lane – Access, Maintenance & Missing Finger Post – The finger post has not been replaced as yet. JFG proposed that a letter be sent to Nick Wedgbrow (Rights of Way) to chase this up, seconded by TM and all voted in favour.
5.2 Parking around Braunston Lane triangle – RN proposed that this item be removed from the agenda, seconded by TM and with 6 votes in favour and 1 against (JFG).  Carried.

 

5.3 Badby Lane – Proposed Speed Restrictions – Following an email expressing the support of Badby PC, TM proposed that the letter to Highways be sent from the Clerk, seconded by AM, and with 6 votes in favour and 1 against (JFG).  Carried.
5.4 Trees obstructing Grass Cutting - Daventry Road – SR will undertake this maintenance work during the festive break.
6 
BUSINESS 
6.1 Staverton Neighbourhood Development Plan – There has been an initial first meeting, and a Chairman and Secretary were appointed, they have since resigned from the group, and another meeting has been planned for 15th December.  Public consultations and budget planning will need to be arranged. A further update will be provided at the January meeting.
6.2 Conversion of Parish Street Lights Project – All the street lighting upgrades have been completed.  There are problems with overhanging branches at The Hatch and the Vicarage, and these are obstructing the street lights. Councillors were asked by the Chairman to visit each location and assess the issue for themselves.  Western Power will be updated by JFG, with the details of the LED conversions so that the electricity bills can be reduced accordingly,  
6.3 Road Safety Funding 
6.3.1. Highways - Lining works confirmed for 2023/24 – WNC Highways have confirmed that the outstanding lining works will be undertaken from April 2023 onwards.  NW proposed that the tatty speed limit warning signs are removed, seconded by TM and with 4 votes in favour,  Carried.  NW advised that she will remove these.  SR mentioned that the village gateway sign at the Daventry end of the village is very overgrown and in need of cutting back.
6.4 Braunston Lane – Development Works – There have been several complaints received from residents since September, and the Clerk has written to the Planning department to advise them of these.  Eamon McDowell has confirmed that any breaches to planning conditions have to be reported in via the website, for these to be logged and dealt with accordingly.  Advice on this process will be posted on the Village WhatsApp group – Proposed by TM, seconded by RP and all voted in favour.   JFG advised that he recently attended a Planning Peer review meeting online and complaints about the Planning Department were noted and agreed with by several in attendance.  
6.5 Parish Online – Proposed Website Service – AM advised that the Parish Online website service is much preferred, as demonstrated at the recent NCALC Conference.  Subscription costs are from £450-£1,000.  AM will continue in discussions and investigate various options.
6.6 Allotment Rent Reviews – The Clerk will circulate to all the plans and current rent costs for the allotment plots, along with the tenancy agreements. 
6.7 Staverton Hill Farm – The proposed wedding venue plans are still in place, despite losing on appeal.  The applicant would like to interact with the PC to get support for any revised plans and the councillors have been invited to visit the site. The Clerk will arrange the meeting.
6.8 West Northamptonshire Bus Review – The initial consultation papers were sent out on 11th November, but with a deadline response date of 2nd December.  There will be a chance to respond at the next stage.
6.9 Clerk’s Pay Review 2022/23 – The 9.8% pay increase was noted by all, and this will be backdated to April 2022.
6.10 Budget Preparation for 2023/24 – The initial discussions have suggested a 0% increase to the precept for 2023/24.  The figures will be circulated to all for approval at the January meeting.
7
REPRESENTATIVES UPDATES 

7.1
Vehicle Activated Signs Representative (S Evans) – The data is to be uploaded to the website,
7.2
Highways Representative – (DT) – No report received.
7.3
Playing Field Representative (SR) – The hedges are in need of their annual trim and SR will arrange for this to be undertaken by his contractor.
7.4
Street Lighting Representative (JFG) – As discussed earlier in Item 6.2.  JFG will obtain a quote to provide an extension arm, as has been undertaken on others in the village, on the street light outside The Hatch to provide better visibility.  
7.5
Police Liaison Representative – (DT) – No report received.
7.6 
Rights of Way Representative (RN) – Nothing to report.
7.7
Social Media Representative (RN) – Nothing to report.
7.8 
Grass Mowing Representative (SR) – JFG will make contact with Mike Freeman to discuss extending the grass mowing contract, as the three years is now completed.
7.9 
Trees Representative (NW) – In Home Close there are birch and cherry trees which are overgrown and in need of crowning, there is also a diseased rowan tree.  Jo Gilford has agreed to take action with WNC and see if any maintenance works can be undertaken.  
7.10 
Website Representative (AM) – The Civility & Respect Pledge has been added to the website.  All the latest news articles are updated.

8 
PLANNING
	
	TYPE
	REFERENCE
	LOCATION
	DETAIL

	8.1
	Application 
	WND/2022/0800
	Land at Malabar Farm, Staverton Road, Daventry
	Reserved matters application (appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) for construction of 222 dwellings, associated access routes, landscaping, open space and drainage pursuant to outline approval DA/2019/0750

	
	Proposed by JFG, seconded by TM that no objection in principal, although the application title refers to amongst other things, 'associated access routes'. The PC were unable to find any site specific detail on this application to that effect and would like to emphasise that they would not wish to see any site associated traffic using the Old Staverton Road/Staverton to Daventry footway.
It was further proposed by JFG that in the event that there was any application to vary or delete Condition 24 Para 2 of Approved Planning Application DA/2019/1000, then the Parish Council would support our Local Councillor in their request to call in the Application for consideration by the Planning Committee.  Proposed by JFG, seconded by AM. Carried.

	8.2 
	Application 
	WND/2022/0838
	Avon Cottage, The Woodlands, Staverton 
	Listed Building Consent for demolition of existing side and rear extension.  Construction of single storey rear and side extension and new garden outbuilding (revised scheme)

	
	JFG proposed no objections, seconded by TM and all voted in favour.

	8.3
	Application 
	WND/2022/0839
	Avon Cottage, The Woodlands, Staverton
	Demolition of existing side and rear extension.  Construction of single storey rear and side extension and new garden outbuilding (revised scheme)

	
	JFG proposed no objections, seconded by TM and all voted in favour.

	8.4
	Application 
	WND/2022/0858
	Staverton Hill Farm, Badby Lane, Staverton
	Expansion of existing lake for leisure fishing 

	
	TM proposed no objections, seconded by NW and all voted in favour.

	8.5
	Application 
	WND/2022/0962 
	Old School House, Oakham Lane, Staverton
	Works to tree within a conservation area

	
	AM proposed no objections, seconded by NW and all voted in favour.

	8.6
	Application
	WND/2022/0953 
	Staverton Acres, Shuckburgh Road, Staverton
	Construction of single storey side extension.  Alterations to existing elevations,  Demolition of existing garage and construction of single storey pool house and gym

	
	NW proposed no objections, seconded by TM and all voted in favour.

	8.7
	Application
	WND/2022/1026
	Land at Malabar Farm, Staverton Road, Daventry
	Reserved matters application (appearance, landscaping, layout, scale) for construction of 68 dwellings, associated access routes, landscaping, open space and drainage pursuant to outline approval DA/2019/0750 (Phase 1b)

	
	Proposed by JFG, seconded by RP that no objection in principal, although the application title refers to amongst other things, 'associated access routes'.  The PC were unable to find any site specific detail on this application to that effect and would like to emphasise that they would not wish to see any site associated traffic using the Old Staverton Road/Staverton to Daventry footway.
It was further proposed by JFG that in the event that there was any application to vary or delete Condition 24 Para 2 of Approved Planning Application DA/2019/1000, then the Parish Council would support our Local Councillor in their request to call in the Application for consideration by the Planning Committee.  Proposed by JFG, seconded by AM. Carried.

	
	

	8.8
	Approval 
	WND/2022/0785
	Colledges House, Oakham Lane, Staverton
	Listed building consent for thatch repairs and rethatching of south elevation in water reed with all materials, dimensions and style to match existing. Rebuild brick chimney stack on gable end re-using existing bricks.

	8.9
	Approval
	WND/2022/0851
	Well Cottage, The Woodlands, Staverton
	Work to trees within a conservation area 


9
FINANCE 
It was proposed by TM that the following invoices be approved for payment, seconded by NW and all voted in favour.
	 9.1
	Type
	Reference
	Payee
	Detail
	Gross

Amount
	VAT 

element
	Authority

	
	Payment
	DD
	Yu Energy 

(09/11/22)
	Street Lighting 

October 22


	£151.68

£  17.69                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
	£8.06
	PCA1957 s3

	
	Payment
	Chq No 

923 
	S Porter
	Clerks Salary 

November 22

£290.62

Backdated Pay to April 22

£237.16

Expenses 

£37.50

(PAYE Paid £105.60)
	£459.68
	
	LGA1972 s112

	
	Payment 
	Chq No 924 
	M Freeman
	Grass Mowing – Sept/Oct 22 (3 cuts)
	£ 540.00
	
	HA1980 s96

	
	Payment 
	Chq No 925
	Zeta Lighting 
	Street Lighting Upgrade – Completion Invoice
	£ 5,214.00
	£869.00
	PCA1957 s3


9.2 Income received:    

J Holliday 
Allotment Rent 
£21.25

9.3 Bank account balances as at 19.10.22: (Awaiting November statement)

HSBC Business

£  8,817.82

HSBC Deposit 

£  2,707.02


Total



£11,524.84

Uncashed cheques

£         0.00

Total available


£11,524.84


Less Nov/Dec Payments
£  6,712.12                                                     


Bank Balance

£  4,812.72
10 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE


10.1
Consultation of Monks Kirby Neighbourhood Development Plan – Noted.  No comments to submit.
DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Tuesday 3rd January 2023 7:30pm



Meeting Closed: 9:31pm 
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