
Minutes of the Meeting of Staverton Parish Council
Staverton Village Hall
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 – 7:30pm 
PRESENT:   Parish Councillors: J Golding (JFG), A McGibbon (AM), T McGibbon (TM), R Noon (RN) – Chairman, R Plaskett (RP), D Thomas (DT), Clerk – S Porter,  R Frost (WNC) and 6 members of the public
1. OPENING PROCEDURES 
1.1
Acceptance of Apologies – S Russell (SR), N Wakeford (NW), J Gilford & D Smith (WNC)

1.2
Chairman’s Announcements – The Chairman opened the meeting and wished all a Happy New Year and then reminded all that the Code of Conduct will be adhered to throughout the meeting, and the public can speak at the discretion of the Chairman.
2
GOVERNANCE

2.1
Declaration and nature of interest – Nil 


2.2 
Consideration of dispensation requests received – Nil 
3         OPEN FORUM

3.1      Reports from members of the public – Many thanks were given from Simon Evans to SR for the trimming of the trees.  
3.2      Report from West Northants Unitary Councillor – R Frost – There are currently no issues affecting Staverton, and due to the Christmas break, very little to report. The potential loss of the 200 Bus is a problem to the neighbouring parish of Badby, and also Byfield and Woodford Halse.
4         MINUTES

4.1      APPROVE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 6th December 2022 – JFG proposed an amendment to item 6.2 “Councillors were asked by the Chairman to visit each location and assess the issue for themselves”, it was then proposed by RP that these minutes are approved as an accurate record of the meeting and be signed and dated by the Chairman, seconded by JFG and all voted in favour.
Due to the public in attendance, item 8.2 was moved to be discussed as this point of the meeting.
5
MATTERS ARISING 

5.1 Well Lane – Access, Maintenance & Missing Finger Post - This item will be deferred to the February meeting when J Gilford is available to provide an update from WNC.  An offer of a fingerpost from a neighbouring parish was rejected. The Clerk will chase up the outstanding request for a replacement with WNC – Rights of Way.
5.2 Badby Lane – Proposed 30mph Speed Restrictions – The response to Matt Clarke (WNC Highways) was sent requesting that the proposed speed limit be reconsidered, this was with the support of Badby PC.  The reply was that the speed limit review cannot be considered for another three years; unless there is new evidence to support.  There is an Appeal process which can be applied for and the comments from the PC have been forwarded by Matt Clarke to the independent Road Safety Manager for consideration.  
5.3 Trees obstructing Grass Cutting - Daventry Road – SR has now completed the trimming of the trees involved and this can be removed from the agenda. Many thanks were given.
6 
BUSINESS 

6.1 Staverton Neighbourhood Development Plan – The next meeting of the group has been delayed until January. An update will be provided in February.
6.2 Conversion of Parish Street Lights Project – The updated certificate has been received from Western Power and forwarded to Yu Energy by JFG, so the adjustment and cost savings can be applied to the bills.

6.3 Braunston Lane – Development Works – Breach of Planning Conditions – The Clerk has submitted the concerns through the link on the WNC website, as requested by the Planning Officer.  An update will be provided in February.
6.4 Reinstatement – National Grid – Braunston Lane – JFG has provided photographic evidence to show that the reinstatement following the works required to the new development, has not been completed to a satisfactory standard.  The Clerk will forward this to National Grid and ask that they return and make good the damage caused.
6.5 Parish Online – Proposed Website Service - AM is continuing to pursue Parish Online and the new improved website service they can offer. A further update will be provided in February.
6.6 Allotment Rent Reviews – A copy of the tenancy agreement has been circulated to the PC.  A copy of the map showing the four plots needs to be located.  The Clerk does not have one in the files.
6.7 Playing Field Trees – Unauthorised lopping – One of the trees in the Playing Field has been lopped by the developers in Braunston Lane.  No prior permission was given from the PC, and JFG posted a notice on the tree for this not to be touched further, and to contact the Clerk.  JFG had since spoken to the Site Foreman who had referred him to the Site Developer (Aspect).  AM proposed that a formal complaint be issued to the developers that JFG would draft, seconded by DT and with 4 votes in favour. Carried.  RP abstained.
6.8 Footpath opposite Vinetree Farm buildings – RN will investigate and report on FixmyStreet.  RN will also try and make contact with the landowner.
6.9 Drayton Grange Football Club - Litter Issues – The Clerk will send a letter to the landowner and advise of the complaints received about the litter being left by the football teams.
6.10 M Venton (WNC) – Work to trees at Honeysuckle Cottage, Daventry Road, Staverton – No objections were given from the PC. The Clerk will notify M Venton (WNC).
6.11 Drayton Lodge Development – There has been a gravel footway installed to the new show home. The proposed new main entrance to the site is to go ahead shortly, and these works are expected to start on the 9th January for several weeks, with traffic control in place
6.12 Request for assistance with Parish Winter Morning Event – Defer to February.
6.13 WNC – Draft Budget 2023/24 Consultation – The consultation is running online for comments to be made until 31st January 2023.
6.14 Budget Preparation for 2023/24 – Following a meeting with RN, JFG and the Clerk the figures were circulated to all and discussed, with a suggestion that there be no increase in the precept for 2023/24.
6.15 Approve Precept Figure for 2023/24 – It was proposed by JFG, seconded by AM, that Staverton Parish Council do precept upon West Northamptonshire Council the total sum of £12,691.00, payable in two instalments in April and September 2023.
7
REPRESENTATIVES UPDATES 

7.1
Vehicle Activated Signs Representative (S Evans) – Nothing to report.
7.2
Highways Representative – (DT) - Nothing to report.
7.3
Playing Field Representative (SR) – No report.
7.4
Street Lighting Representative (JFG) – JFG advised the councillors to look at the street lights by The Hatch and The Vicarage to see how these are impacted by the trees.  RP states that he does not have any issues with these.
7.5
Police Liaison Representative – (DT) - Nothing to report.
7.6 
Rights of Way Representative (RN) - Nothing to report.
7.7
Social Media Representative (RN) - Nothing to report.
7.8 
Grass Mowing Representative (SR) – JFG will contact M Freeman and ask him to consider his quote for a new three year deal to continue with the contract.  Otherwise after a further ten days an advert would be inserted under competitive tendering. 
7.9 
Trees Representative (NW) – No report
7.10 
Website Representative (AM) – All up to date.
8 
PLANNING

	
	TYPE
	REFERENCE
	LOCATION
	DETAIL

	8.1
	Application 
	WND/2022/0800 (Amended)
	Land at Malabar Farm, Staverton Road, Daventry
	Reserved matters application (appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) for construction of 222 dwellings, associated access routes, landscaping, open space and drainage pursuant to outline approval DA/2019/0750

	
	The PC have no further comments to make.

	8.2 
	Application 
	WND/2022/1081 
	Staverton Hill Farm, Badby Lane, Staverton
	Lawful development certificate (proposed) – temporary use of land for holding of temporary events and the siting of associated  temporary structures 

	
	The applicant advised that this application should not have been submitted; however as the deadline to submit comments is tomorrow, the PC will proceed with the discussions. Neighbouring residents have already submitted comments.  TM has prepared a draft response and this has been circulated to the councillors.  At the instigation of a member of the public, the public were excluded for the remainder of this item.  It was proposed by RP that this response be submitted by the Clerk, seconded by AM and with 4 votes in favour and 1 against (JFG), this was carried.  JFG would like it recorded that he feels the comments are factually incorrect and amounted to predetermination, therefore could not support. The public were recalled.

	8.3
	Application 
	WND/2022/1093 
	The Lodge, Church Fields, Staverton
	Work to trees in a conservation area

	
	The PC have no objections.

	8.4
	Approval
	WND/2022/0962 
	Old School House, Oakham Lane, Staverton
	Works to tree within a conservation area


9
FINANCE 

Following the invoice received from the Village Hall, AM proposed that monthly meetings are paid annually in advance, with any additional meetings paid on invoice, seconded by DT and with 5 votes in favour and 1 against (JFG). Carried.

AM proposed that the following accounts be paid, seconded by DT and all voted in favour.  JFG advised that he was against the payment of the Village Hall invoice.
	 9.1
	Type
	Reference
	Payee
	Detail
	Gross
Amount
	VAT 
element
	Authority

	
	Payment
	DD
	Yu Energy 
(09/12/22)
	Street Lighting 
November 22


	£203.46
£ 17.72                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
	£34.75
	PCA1957 s3

	
	Payment
	Chq No 
926 
	S Porter
	Clerks Salary 
December 22

£232.62

Expenses 

£12.50


	£245.12
	
	LGA1972 s112

	
	Payment 
	Chq No 927
	NCALC
	VAT Recovery Invoices 
	£ 88.00
	£88.00
	LGA1972 s111

	
	Payment 
	Chq No 928
	Staverton Village Hall 
	SNDP Meeting – Nov 22
	£ 21.60
	
	LGA1972 s133


9.2 Income received (Nov & Dec):    

Allotment Rent – Baughan 

£     16.50


Allotment Rent – Whitehead  
£     12.50


WNC – CIL Money 


£3,751.24


Barn Rent (Nov/Dec) 

£   214.00


Interest (Nov/Dec) 


£       2.69


9.3 Bank account balances as at 19.12.22:

HSBC Business

£11,610.76 

HSBC Deposit 

£  2,709.71


Total



£14,320.47

Uncashed cheques

£  5,754.00   

Total available


£  8,566.47


Less Jan Payments

£     354.72                                              


Bank Balance

£  8,211.75

10 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE – Nil 


DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Tuesday 7th February 2023 - 7:30pm


Meeting Closed: 9:04pm 
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