
Draft Minutes of the Meeting of Staverton Parish Council
Staverton Village Hall
Tuesday 2nd May 2023 – 7:30pm 
PRESENT:   Parish Councillors: J Golding (JFG), A McGibbon (AM), T McGibbon (TM), R Noon (RN) – Chairman, S Russell (SR),  D Thomas (DT), N Wakeford (NW), Clerk – S Porter,  R Frost (WNC) and 4 members of the public
1. OPENING PROCEDURES 
1.1
Election of Chairman & Acceptance of Office – JFG proposed that RN be elected as Chairman, seconded by AM and all voted in favour. The Acceptance of Office was duly signed.
1.2
Election of Vice Chairman & Acceptance of Office – AM proposed that TM be elected as Vice Chairman, seconded by RN and all voted in favour. The Acceptance of Office was duly signed.
1.3  
Acceptance of Apologies for Absence – R Plaskett (RP), J Gilford & D Smith (WNC)
1.4
Chairman’s Announcements – The meeting is being recorded.  It was proposed by TM, seconded by NW that better options are investigated for recording the meetings.  AM will bring some ideas along to the June meeting as the current device is very outdated.
1.5
Review of Standing Orders – It was agreed by all that these are accepted in the current form.
1.6
Review of Financial Regulations - It was agreed by all that these are accepted in the current form.  NCALC have advised that a new version will be released later this year.
1.7
Review of Policy Documents & Risk Assessment - It was agreed by all that these are accepted in the current form.
1.8
Review of Asset Register - It was agreed by all that this is approved in the current form.
1.9 
Review of Insurance Renewal – This was discussed under Finance.  The renewal premium has increased to £1,114.39. After discussions, and agreed that adequate cover is being provided, JFG proposed that this be renewed, seconded by AM and all voted in favour.
1.10
Appointment of Parish Council Representatives (Delegated Responsibilities) - It was agreed by all that the representatives continue as voted on last year.
2
GOVERNANCE

2.1
Declaration and nature of interest – Nil 


2.2 
Consideration of dispensation requests received – Nil 
3         OPEN FORUM

3.1      Reports from members of the public – Nil 
3.2      Report from West Northants Unitary Councillor – R Frost – There is no news to report which affects Staverton.  JFG reported that the pathway is still overgrown on the Daventry Road, and this was reported in to Fix My Street 6 months ago, and the job remains open.  A complaint has also been received from a parishioner.  JFG will forward the details over for R Frost to investigate.
4         MINUTES

4.1      APPROVE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 4th April 2023 – The minutes were amended to read Item 6.8 “TM proposed that due to the safety concerns along this road, that the 40mph speed limit be extended further, RP proposed an amendment, that the whole Lane be 40mph, and the PC should liaise with Badby PC for them to put their submission in to the same effect from the A361, seconded by NW and with 6 votes in favour and 1 against (JFG)” and then JFG proposed that the minutes be approved as an accurate record of the meeting, seconded by AM and all voted in favour.  The minutes will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
5
MATTERS ARISING 

5.1 Well Lane – Access & Maintenance – NW has had a meeting with J Davis, who has advised that he is happy to remove the small gate in Well Lane, and in return will provide kissing gates and improve the road surface.  He has also offered to move the large gate further down the Lane.  NW suggested that the boundary of his property be fenced off.  JFG proposed that the PC await the investigation being undertaken by WNC, following their discussions with JFG and Jo Gilford, seconded by AM and all voted in favour.
5.2 Footpath opposite Vinetree Farm buildings – This path has been reported by RN on Fix My Street. Simon Evans had provided photos and the landowners contact details, so the Clerk will write and ask that the drains be kept clear.
5.3 Braunston Lane – Development Works – Planning Conditions – The PC have raised concerns that the corner of the playing field hedge will be removed for access to the new development, as this is recorded on the planning permission.  JFG has visited the Site Manager and advised that the PC are to be contacted in advance of any action being undertaken on this hedge, as the PC has not given permission for any hedge to be removed. 
5.4  Complaint re the Hunt in the village – The complainant has received an apology from the Master of the Hunt and the situation has been resolved.  It was agreed that this item can be removed from the agenda.
5.5  Open Bank Account to recover LED Streetlight expenses (ring fenced) – With the PC having no access to online banking it is creating a problem with setting up an account, especially with no HSBC branch available locally, and phone lines very busy.  Other savings accounts will be investigated.
6 
BUSINESS 
6.1 Staverton Neighbourhood Development Plan – The grant funding has not been approved as yet.  It is estimated by the group that costs for the first year will amount to £3,900.  The grant funding will only pay for expenses incurred after the money is received. There has already been committed expenditure of £200 with the Village Hall hire and secretarial services.  TM proposed that the PC pay the costs that have been incurred so far, but with no further expenditure approved, with an amendment by NW, that the Village Hall committee be asked if a reduced charge could be agreed for the hall hire so far, this was then seconded by AM and with 5 votes in favour and 2 against. NW has agreed to negotiate with the Village Hall regarding the hire costs. Carried.
6.2 Parish Online – AM advised that the website management access has been limited so far due to the link not being provided by Parish Online.  This is continuing as a work in progress, and once the access has been granted, AM will circulate to the councillors for information once the website is in an acceptable format.
6.3 Playing Field Trees – Unauthorised lopping – The PC awaits the response from Aspect with regards to replacing the tree. NW will investigate the costs of purchasing the tree.
6.4 Annual Parish Meeting – Thursday 27th April 2023 – Review – Only 12 attendees at the meeting this year, so better advertising and a leaflet drop be arranged prior to next year’s meeting.
6.5 Poor condition of grass on the 2 triangle grass areas on Braunston Lane and The Orchard – Update following meeting with DT/Highways – Following the recent meeting Highways have advised that any improvements will need to be paid for by the PC.  The best option would be to seed and maintain the worse areas.  Concrete sets would not be attractive and also prove to be expensive. This item can be removed from the agenda.
6.6 Wicksteed Playground Inspection - SR has received the inspection report and there have been no urgent faults identified. Minor repairs have been advised, and it was agreed that JFG and SR would have a site meeting to review the areas noted on the report.  Simon Evans advised that there is grant funding available from several large companies, like Mick George.  
6.7 Badby Lane – Proposed 40/50mph Speed Restrictions – The responses have been submitted from both Staverton & Badby PC’s along with support from Jo Gilford.  The PC awaits the next stage of the consultation.
6.8 Annual Barn Rent Review – JFG has discussed the rent with the current tenant, and has suggested the increase of the monthly rent from £107 to £115.  Proposed by JFG, seconded by AM and all voted in favour.
6.9 Proposed Parish Council membership of the Open Space Society – JFG proposed that the PC join the Open Spaces Society, which could be useful with getting Well Lane designated as common land. Estimated membership costs are £120 per annum, seconded by AM and all voted in favour.  The Clerk will arrange.
7
REPRESENTATIVES UPDATES 

7.1
Vehicle Activated Signs Representative (S Evans) – Nothing to report.
7.2
Highways Representative – (DT) – Nothing further to report.
7.3
Playing Field Representative (SR) – Nothing further to report.
7.4
Street Lighting Representative – (RP) – No report.
7.5
Police Liaison Representative – (DT) – Nothing to report.
7.6 
Rights of Way Representative (RN) – Nothing to report.
7.7
Social Media Representative (RN) – Nothing to report.
7.8 
Grass Mowing Representative (SR) – The grass mowing season is underway. There are some areas being missed by Norse.  The Clerk will circulate the mowing map to SR and JFG to identify the areas being missed.
7.9 
Trees Representative (NW) – No update as yet on the Home Close trees.
7.10 
Website Representative (AM) – Nothing further to report.
8 
PLANNING
	
	TYPE
	REFERENCE
	LOCATION
	DETAIL

	8.1
	Nil 
	
	
	


9
FINANCE 
It was proposed by AM, seconded by SR and all voted in favour that the following accounts be paid:
	 9.1
	Type
	Reference
	Payee
	Detail
	Gross

Amount
	VAT 

element
	Authority

	
	Payment
	DD
	Yu Energy 

(09/04/23)
	Street Lighting 

March 23


	£ 46.66 

£ 14.12

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
	£ 2.22
	PCA1957 s3

	
	Payment
	Chq No 

933
	S Porter
	Clerks Salary 

April 23

£232.62

Expenses 

£12.50


	£ 245.12
	
	LGA1972 s112

	
	Payment 
	Chq No 934
	NCALC
	Annual Membership £373.54

Internal Audit £207.00
	£580.54
	£43.40
	LGA1972 s143

	
	Payment 
	DD
	HMRC
	PAYE 2022/23 

Q4 
	£232.27
	
	LGA1972 s112


9.2 Income Received (March & April):


National Grid (Bulbs)

£    100.00


Barn Rent x 2 

£    214.00

Interest x 2 


£        5.41




Total 

£    319.41



9.3 Bank account balances as at 19.04.23:

HSBC Business

£ 4,501.58

HSBC Deposit 

£ 2,719.53


Total



£ 7,221.11

Uncashed cheques

£       0.00

Total available


£ 7,221.11

Less May Payments

£ 1,057.93

Bank Balance

£ 6,163.18
10 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE


10.1
Horse Box in Field obstructing view – Complaint from the neighbouring resident received.  It appears now that the horse box has been moved to a more suitable location and is up for sale once repairs have been undertaken.  
10.2 
Daventry Road Footpath – Complaint – This was discussed under the WNC reports and Rupert Frost will take this up with the Highways department.
DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Tuesday 6th June 2023 - 7:30pm


Meeting Closed: 9:06pm 
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